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SERVICES AT ST MARGARET’S 

*St Margaret's Church invites you to a  
PET SERVICE   

Please do join us on  
Sunday 4 October 2026 at 3pm  

WITH YOUR PET(S!) 
to celebrate and give thanks for  

all that our pets mean to us.  

REMEMBRANCE  
From Jackie Swift: 
**On Sunday 8 November 2026 at 10.30 am St. Margaret’s will be 
holding their annual Remembrance Service. It is very much a family 
service, with the Beavers and Cubs taking part. If you have any person 
you would like mentioned, please let me know. We always end with 
refreshment and a time to chat. We must never forget all our service 
people, of the past, certainly now with all the conflicts in the world today. 
Thank you. 

4 October 2026* - 8am, Quiet Communion 
- 3pm, Pet Service

11 October 2026 - 10am, Morning Worship

18 October 2026 - 10am, Communion

25 October 2026 - 10am, Morning Worship

1 November 2026 - 10.30am, Benefice Communion at St Margaret’s

8 November 2026** - 10.30am, Remembrance Service

15 November 2026 - 10am, Communion

22 November 2026 - 10am, Morning Worship

29 November 2026 - 10am, Communion
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From Peter Froggatt: 
On Wednesday 11 November 2026 at 10.45am, I will lead a 
Remembrance Day Service at the Memorial Wood at the Brickfields.  
The best access (and least muddy) is at the end of Heron Close. All are 
welcome.  

ALTAR FLOWER ROTA 
4 October 2026 - Gillian

11 October 2026 - Yvonne
18 October 2026 - Eileen
25 October 2026 - Liz
1 November 2026 - Lynne
8 November 2026 - Helen
15 November 2026 - Georgina
22 November 2026 - Gillian
29 November 2026 - Yvonne
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LOWER HALSTOW PRIMARY SCHOOL IS 
CELEBRATING 150 YEARS OF LEARNING 

TOGETHER
You are warmly invited to join us as we mark a very special milestone in 

our school’s history—our 150th birthday.

• Date: Wednesday 14th October 2026

• Time: From 6:00pm

• Location: Lower Halstow Primary School

This will be a wonderful opportunity for our local community and past 
pupils from near and far to come together to mark this occasion. 

Guests are invited to tour the school and enjoy light refreshments while 
photos are shown. We would be delighted to welcome you for what 

promises to be a warm, friendly and memorable evening as we celebrate 
150 years at the heart of our community.

Please RSVP by 1st October so we can ensure we have sufficient cake for 
everyone!

RSVP to: office@lower-halstow.kent.sch.uk



LOWER HALSTOW PRIMARY SCHOOL 
It has been wonderful to welcome everyone back to 
Lower Halstow Primary for what promises to be a 
very special year. The beautiful weather has 
certainly helped us to make the most of our outdoor 
spaces, with plenty of opportunities for outdoor 
learning, sporting activities and time together as a 
school community. It has been lovely to see the 
children return looking refreshed, excited and ready for another year of 
learning, friendship and adventures. This year is particularly significant 
as we celebrate the school’s 150th birthday, giving us lots to look 
forward to as we celebrate our history, our community and all the 
wonderful things that make Lower Halstow Primary such a special place. 

We have given an especially warm welcome to our new Reception 
children and their families. Our youngest pupils have made a fantastic 
start to school life and it has been a delight to see their confidence grow 
each day. They are quickly becoming familiar with our routines, making 
new friends and embracing all that school has to offer. We are incredibly 
proud of how well they have settled in and look forward to watching 
them flourish throughout their first year at Lower Halstow. With such an 
exciting year ahead, they are joining us at a particularly memorable time 
in the school’s history! 

We are delighted to be continuing our partnership with Gillingham 
Football Club this year. As part of this exciting partnership, our children 
will benefit from weekly coaching sessions delivered by GFC football 
coaches, giving them the opportunity to develop their skills, confidence 
and teamwork. Our partnership also includes a very special signed 
Gillingham FC shirt, a linked GFC player who will visit us at school and a 
fantastic opportunity for the children to visit the GFC football stadium. 
The children are already incredibly excited about the sessions, which 
have now begun with our Year 5 and 6 pupils. We are looking forward to 
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seeing all of our children get involved, develop their football skills and 
enjoy everything this fantastic partnership has to offer! 

Our Site Manager, Dave, has certainly been kept busy over the Summer 
holidays, working hard to give our school a fresh new look for the year 
ahead. The corridors and Hawthorn classroom have been given a crisp 
coat of white paint, making the whole school feel wonderfully fresh and 
bright. We have also had new laminate-effect lino laid throughout the 
corridors and in Rowan Class, which has made a huge difference to the 
appearance of these areas. Outside, we now have a new astro-turf area, 
giving the children a larger space to play and enjoy during the wetter 
Winter months. One of the most exciting additions, however, has to be 
our newly repurposed 
old boat, which has 
been transformed into 
a fantastic role-play 
area for the children to 
enjoy. It has already 
proved very popular — 
and even received the 
official seal of approval from Teddy, our school dog, during the holidays!  

As mentioned in our opening paragraph, this is a very special year for 
Lower Halstow Primary as we celebrate 150 years of our school. The 
celebrations actually began at the end of last academic year, when the 
children enjoyed a wonderful street party and picnic on the school 
grounds, followed by the burial of a special time capsule. Each class 
selected items to represent their experiences and interests, giving future 
generations a little glimpse into life at Lower Halstow Primary in 2026.  

This term, our celebrations will continue with a very special whole-school 
art project. Every child will create their own clay tile featuring a leaf 
design, which will then be brought together to create a beautiful whole-
school piece of artwork to commemorate our 150th birthday.  
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We are also looking forward to welcoming past pupils, former staff and 
members of our local community back to school for a special evening 
celebration on Wednesday 14 October 2026 from 6pm There will be 
refreshments, opportunities to share memories and stories, and tours of 
the school and grounds, giving us all a chance to reflect on the 
wonderful history of our school and the many people who have been 
part of it over the years. If you would like to join us for this special 
evening, please email office@lower-halstow.kent.sch.uk to let us know. 
We would love to see you there and share this very special milestone 
with our wider school community! 

Michelle Crowe 
Head of School 

COMMUNITY CAFE 
There will not be a Community Cafe in October 
  

MOBILE LIBRARY 
The mobile library stops outside the Memorial Hall fortnightly from 
1.50pm to 2.30pm. The next dates are Thursdays 1, 15 and 29 October 
and 12 and 26 November 2026 

Lower Halstow Village News 

October and November 2026


Page  of 6 24



FRIENDS OF ST.MARGARET'S CHURCH, LOWER HALSTOW 
The Tuesday Social  

27 October 2026- 7.30pm 
Do join us for a locally based talk  

to mark the season of Remembrance 
 “Lower Halstow's Fallen Warriors” 

Presented by Mick Mills 
Mick will focus on the stories of our lads who served in WW1. 

 Memorial Hall, School Lane , Lower Halstow 
ME9 7ES 

£4 entry on the door                Refreshments                     Raffle 
Contact Liz 842272 

PASTORAL LETTER 
We had a very hot summer.  Even in this country we had plenty of sun 
and so little rain. Brown grass is not something we get very often here 
but this summer we did. Worse things happened in Wales of course 
when fire destroyed so much of the land and people’s lives.  But now we 
can rest in autumn cooling breezes, showers of rain and traditional 
Harvest festivals around churches and local communities. Perhaps you 
may be familiar with some of Jesus’ stories relating to harvest. He 
always put a real depth in them and so allow me to bring this one to our 
attention. Luke 12 (NIV) 
And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded 
an abundant harvest.  He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no 
place to store my crops.’ 
 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build 
bigger ones, and there I will store my surplus grain.  And I’ll say to 
myself, “You have plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; 
eat, drink and be merry.”’ 
 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be 
demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for 
yourself?’ 
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 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but 
is not rich toward God.” 

What do you think about this story?  The ever present fear “will I have 
enough?” is overcome by securing a great harvest and living in comfort 
for the rest of life. Who could resist that? What is wrong with it?  
This story carries a sad tragedy in itself. Fear that I will not make it, and 
the delusion that having more than enough means I can rest easy.  
  
Always remember that it is greater to give than to receive. (Acts 20:35) A 
greater comfort and  even  joy flows from generous giving, sharing. 
Although we are by nature quite selfish and it isn’t always easy to share 
our things especially with strangers. Our hard earned, well deserved 
possessions belong to us and everyone should strive to get their own, is 
that not how we feel? Yet we all appreciate a freebie and will boast 
about it depending on what kind of freebie came our way.  

Of course we should be savvy and prepare for eventual hard times. That 
is why we have freezers and pickle jars and bank accounts with long 
term saving plans. At the end of the day though when we have decided 
just what we need with perhaps a little extra we should start to look 
around us and see who needs help. Communities will not be built and 
maintained if everyone keeps building bigger barns to store their own, 
personal, ever increasing possessions in. We learn to live in fear of 
thieves and fail to trust our neighbours.  Equally we should not 
encourage people to be lazy and survive only on the generosity of 
others. So where is the balance in all this? How do we grow in 
generosity while building friendly, working communities and still looking 
after our own families? 

Jesus said that we need to get our priorities right, and he meant our 
priorities towards God, our neighbours and ourselves. At Harvest 
Festival time we thank God for all the earth has produced, we store our 
apples and potatoes for the winter months but we also remember the 
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Foodbanks and drop a few cans of beans into the school office 
collection point.  

As we start to think of darker days ahead, hot chocolate and movie 
nights, let us not fail to give thanks for the food which grew despite the 
hot weather and the God who masterminds everything and asks for 
some recognition in it all. 
Robert Zachar 

Friends of St Margaret's with Uplift 
HAPPY HOUR  

Join us for all age, all ability community singing group 
                                   singing songs that make your heart sing. 

19 October 
2,16 and 30 November  

Memorial Hall, School Lane ME9 7ES 
     £2/pp or £3 per family 

Contact Liz 842272 

DIY KEEP FIT  
New for this Autumn  
MOVE IT OR LOSE IT  

Do join us for gentle exercises specially for less  
able or older folk. Friendly, fun and worthwhile.  

Mondays 12 and 26 October 
Mondays 9 and 23 November  

7pm  
 Memorial Hall, School Lane, 

 Lower Halstow ME9 7ES 
£6/session  

Contact Liz 842272 
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BLYTHSWOOD SHOE BOX APPEAL 2026 
Fill a shoebox with simple gifts. Show disadvantaged people they are 
not forgotten this Christmas. 

No shoebox? Just a bag will do. 
Or just a few Essential items that can be added to a box would be great. 
Then drop it off to one of the collection points before 8 November 2026  

• Jackie, 48 School Lane 
• Hilary, 34 Crouch Hill Court 
• Liz, 14 Curfew Avenue 
• Una, 2 Cumberland Drive 
• St Margaret's Church when open 

Any queries call Hilary on 841632 

LOWER HALSTOW ANNUAL NOVELTY DOG SHOW 2026 
From Kay Howard- Challis: 
A huge thank you to Lower Halstow Villagers, and everyone who 
participated in the Dog Show, what a lovely afternoon, we were blessed 
with the sun, lots of happy dogs and owners and their families with so 
much enthusiasm. 

The dog who was the overall winner was Zelda and the reserve was 
Archie, well done to you both, but I must add that every dog that 
entered, came 1st, in their owner's eyes. 

Understandably the judging by Kerry Gardner was very difficult this year, 
with so many dogs looking their best, and we must not forget her 
Steward Jemma,, who assisted the judge admirably, thank you both so 
much. 

The Community Cafe provided delicious food and beverages, 
throughout the day, thank you all very much indeed, I must mention the 
Asbury brothers, who helped set up the hall,  and most importantly, 
helped put away the table and chairs afterwards, very much 
appreciated. 
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Pat Perret was such a great help with the registration, thank you Pat. 
A big thank you to Julia and Tara for running the PDSA stall, which 
raised £61.00, a special thanks for the Community Cafe's contribution 
and their family's donation too, The stall was overflowing with generous 
items, thank you to everyone who donated them. 

We made for the Memorial Hall, after expenses, a total of £85.85p, so a 
great day had by everyone. 
See you all next year. 

LOWER HALSTOW MEMORIAL HALL  
From Kerry Gardner: 
The Memorial Hall Management Committee would like to thank the 
Parish Council, especially the Chairman, Keith Howard-Challis, for 
obtaining a grant for the new insulation of the hall. 

I would also like to thank Robb Mustoo for doing such a sterling job on 
the new decoration inside the hall, and Stuart Mustoo for making a new 
storage cupboard, and a thank you to Rob of Kent Trade Frames, who is 
always willing to help with our double-glazing problems. 

FRIENDS OF THE BRICKFIELDS 
Work Parties are planned for Sundays: 
4 October 2026 
8 November 2026 
6 December 2026 
Meet at the gate at Lapwing Drive at 10am. 

We have a Facebook page; Friends of the Lower Halstow Brickfields  in 
which we report sightings, post photos and let you know about  fund-
raising and other up-coming events (such as work parties!) please join 
us for the latest news. A gentle reminder to people to restrict their posts 
to things relevant to the Brickfields please, we like to keep separate from 
the Village News page, don’t want to tread on anyone’s toes!   
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THE THREE TUNS 
We continue to be closed on Tuesdays.  

There will not be a Quiz in October 
  
Saturday 31 October 8pm Fancy Dress Halloween Party with Live Music 
From Freak 90 
  
Wednesday 4 November Quiz from 8pm, please contact to reserve a 
table 

Wednesday 25 November, Christmas Market 4-8pm – please contact if 
you would like a stall. 

Friday 27 November live music from 8pm with The Hysterics 

Thank you for all your ongoing support. 
Chris, Carol & Team 

Our next big event is our annual Scarecrow Trail! We would love to see 
lots of scarecrows for our special theme - 150 Years of Lower Halstow 
School. You can make your scarecrow however you wish to fit the theme 
- Victorian times, the Brickfields, our farming community, school days – 
whatever you wish! Scarecrow Trail Sponsorship will go fully live in 
September, if you wish to secure one of our limited “top spots” please let 
us know as soon as possible. To register your interest in sponsoring, 
hosting or making a scarecrow please email us at 
hello@friendsoflhs.co.uk and we will be in touch 
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FRIENDS OF ST.MARGARET'S CHURCH, LOWER HALSTOW 
The Tuesday Social  

Tuesday 24 November - 7.30pm 
Do join us for a truly fun evening to start your  

Christmas festivities!! For the third year, back by popular demand 
David Scott entertains at the  

Christmas Social 
 Memorial Hall, School Lane , Lower Halstow 

ME9 7ES 
Gift Raffle          Drinks Raffle  

                     £4 entry on the door      Refreshments                      
Contact Liz 842272 

The Tuesday Socials are fundraising events for St Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow 

CHRISTMAS TEA AND ENTERTAINMENT - FRIDAY 11 DECEMBER 
2026 
From Margaret Millstead-Williamson: 
All recently and long established retirees are invited to join the tea party 
on the 11 December in the village hall, 2.00 - 4.00pm. Tea, coffee, wine 
and cakes, with Bob playing the piano, there will be a raffle and the tea 
party is free. 

Please let me know if you would like to attend, email 
maglou1@yahoo.co.uk, phone 07964 067915, or drop a note in my 
letter box at 1 The Green. 

LOWER HALSTOW PARISH COUNCIL  
The Parish Council meetings are held in the Memorial Hall on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 7pm. Details are available on the website 
www.lowerhalstowparishcouncil.gov.uk  
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Allotments 
Allotments are available in the village if you are interested in taking one 
on. Free if overgrown, or prices range from £25, £20 and £15 a year if 
the plot is cultivated. Contact 
parishclerk@lowerhalstowparishcouncil.gov.uk  

Bins on Pavements 
We have received complaints about people leaving their bins on the 
pavement (I think it might be the bin collection people) 

The heritage of the village means that we have many paths that are 
extremely thin. Could we ask that residents bear this in mind on bin day, 
allowing space for pedestrians. 

Catapults 
If anyone sees someone with a catapult behaving irresponsibly with it, 
can they please report it to the police 

NEWINGTON HISTORY GROUP 
From Richard Thompstone: 
Although we commemorate the war dead on Remembrance Sunday, 
surprisingly not all the men who died in the world wars are listed on our 
war memorials. 

Find out why at Newington History Group's monthly public talk on 
Thursday, 22 October 2026, at 7.30pm in Newington Village Hall ME9 
7JJ, when Dean Coles reveals what he discovered during decades of 
researching the lives of Newington's fallen. Through his dedication, 
Dean found the names of several servicemen who had been omitted  
and they are now included in the list of men commemorated by the 
village. 
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Happy Hour All Age Singing Group 
6.30pm – 7.30pm 

Would you like to join us.  No experience needed. 
                         You don’t have to be able to sing. 

 
We want to spend an hour a week, twice a month 

just singing for the joy of it. We will have a go at some 
contemporary songs and gospel songs. 

 
£3 per family or £2 for an individual to help pay for the hall. 

           Memorial Hall 
School Lane 

Lowers Halstow, ME9 7ES 
                                   Under 16’s please have an  

adult drop you off and pick you up 
Under 12’s will need an adult to stay for the singing. 

 They may even like to sing with us. 
1st and 3rd Monday of each month. 

            1st & 15th December 2025/5th & 19th January 2026 

                       Contact: Liz (07730893747)  

                            Gill:(gilliangay99@yahoo.co.uk) 
 



On 26 November 2026, Steve O'Hanlan will tell the extraordinary story 
of Peter de Dene and St Augustine’s Abbey, Canterbury, in his talk, 
Monks Behaving Badly (7.30pm village hall). 

All welcome; visitors £4 at the door inc. free light refreshments. NHG 
members free. There's free parking at the hall and opposite in Callaways 
Lane. 

With speakers every fourth Thursday (except Jan and Aug), membership 
is £18pa. Dec 17 (3rd Thu): Christmas in the Kent Workhouses 
(Deborah Collins). 
Email: newingtonhistorygroup@outlook.com; Website: 
newingtonhistory.uk; Call: 07506 239970; Facebook: Newington History 
Group. 
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CONTACTS 
(Telephone numbers are 01795 unless otherwise stated)  
If you notice any information is out of date, or you would like something 
else included, please let Gill know on ransleyfamily@gmail.com or call 
07771 817152 
Brickfields - Judy Telford, 07486 530068, 
friendsofthebrickfields@gmail.com  
Cricket Club - Mark Stevens, 07950318576 
Dog Warden - Daytime 417850. Out of hours 383099 option 2 
Flood Warden - Kay Howard-Challis, 844408, 
howardchallisk@gmail.com  
Food Bank Donations - leave any food/toiletries items in grey box  
at 34 Crouch Hill Court.  Place any money in an envelope marked "Food 
Bank" into letter box 
Judo Club - Jon 07944 755036 
KCC Potholes - 03000 418187 
Kent County Councillor - Richard Palmer, richard.palmer@kent.gov.uk 
Member of Parliament - Kevin McKenna, 
kevin.mckenna.mp@parliament.uk, 07519 087522 
Memorial Hall - Bookings email lhmhallbookings@outlook.com, 
enquiries lowerhalstowhall@gmail.com 
Mobility Items - to borrow items, call Tony Clark 07977 566097,  
Dawn 07910339116 or Jackie 07840 258665 (there is currently no room 
for further donations) 
Neighbourhood Watch - Co-ordinator, Richard Asbury, 
LHNWatch1@gmail.com, 07894 792802, Facebook - Search Lower 
Halstow Neighbourhood Watch 
Noise nuisance - Daytime 417850. Out of hours 07881 817601 
Parish Council - Parish Clerk, Mandy Archer, answer phone 844558 
parishclerk@lowerhalstowparishcouncil.gov.uk 
www.lowerhalstowparishcouncil.gov.uk Meetings are on first Tuesday of 
the month at 7pm. 
Playgroup - Heather Salisbury, 07984 613532 
Police - PC Adam Blakeman, adam.blakeman@kent.police.uk  
General enquiries, 01622 690690, kent.police.uk Neighbourhood Watch 
01634 792131 
Samaritans - 116 123 - free number day or night; 
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School - 842344, https://www.lower-halstow.kent.sch.uk/  
office@lower-halstow.kent.sch.uk 
Cubs and Beavers - Ria Smith, Group Scout Leader, 
ria.smithuk@gmail.com 
Short Mat Bowls - Mick Porter, Secretary, 713120 
St Margaret’s Church - Rev. Amanda Lane, Priest in Charge for The 
Six, 842478 or alternatively call 07778393231 and leave a message, 
PCC Secretary, Dawn Drury 07910339116, Church Enquiries, Jackie 
Swift 078402 58665 
Swale Borough Council - Main office, 424341 
Swale Borough Councillors for Bobbing, Lower Halstow & Iwade - 
Lloyd Chapman, lloydchapman@swale.gov.uk, Roger Clark, 430324, 
rogerclark@swale.gov.uk  
Three Tuns - 842840, www.thethreetunsrestaurant.co.uk, 
info@thethreetunsrestaurant.co.uk 
Village News - Distribution, Glenda Tress, 843757 Items for inclusion 
send to Gill Ransley, ransleyfamily@gmail.com, 07771 817152 
Walkers (Lower Halstow Walkers) 10am every Monday, including 
Bank Holidays, from the Brickfields end of Lapwing Drive, a brisk 2 hour 
walk or a one and a half/2 hour walk at a more moderate pace. Call 
Margaret on 843927 for more information. 
Wildlife Rescues -Lenham Hedgehog Rescue 07932 383552, 
Columbines Wildlife Care 07738 573818/07738 515263, Thorne 
Hedgehog Rescue 07825 952201,Kent Wildlife Rescue 07824 893399 
Yacht  Club - Dave Quigley, 841242 
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The deadline for items for the December 2026 & January 2027 
Village News is noon on 10 November 2026 

Please email items for inclusion as early as possible to 
ransleyfamily@gmail.com  

ADVERTISING IN THE VILLAGE NEWS  
If you would like to advertise in the Village News donations are 

requested. Minimum suggested donations are - Full page £15 per 
edition, half page £7.50 per edition and quarter page £3.75 per edition. 

All monies received go towards the cost of printing the newsletters. 
Everything else is done free of charge by volunteers. The PCC reserves 

the right to exclude adverts if they appear unsuitable 
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Experienced Financial Adviser offering Retirement and Investment planning. 
Michael van der Straaten 

Chartered Financial Planner 
DJLB Wealth Management Limited - Edenwood 

19 The Street, Lower Halstow  
Contact me on 07824 392342 or  

Email: djlb.edenwood@sjpp.co.uk  
Website: www.djlbwealth.co.uk 

 
SJP Approved 05/02/2026 

BC WINDOW CLEANING LTD 

Based in Upchurch  

WINDOW CLEANING  

GUTTER CLEANING  

CONSERVATORY CLEANING  

FASCIA AND SOFFIT CLEANING 

DRIVE/PATIO CLEANING  

HOUSE ROOF DE-MOSSING 

07738834782 - 01634 926911 

Info@bcwindowcleaning.co.Uk 

Www.bcwindowcleaning.co.uk  

mailto:Info@bcwindowcleaning.co.Uk
http://www.bcwindowcleaning.co.uk/
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Kent’s Most Enchanting 
Venue is closer than you think.

The BarnYard, Oak Lane, Upchurch, Sittingbourne, Kent. ME9 7EZ

Fancy brunch that
doesn’t need a special
occasion?  The Rooster
is open Wednesday to
Sunday. Bring me along
for a starter of your
choice on the house!

T H E  R E S T A U R A N T

O A K  L A N E  ·  U P C H U R C H  ·  K E N T

A family-run wedding, events venue and restaurant,
tucked behind the orchards on Oak Lane. Most of
our neighbours still find us by accident. However
you get here, we'd love to properly meet you.

01634 235059 - restaurant@the-barnyard.com - www.the-barnyard.com

Birthdays, baby showers,
office parties that deserve
more than a beige function
room. Celebrate in our
spaces backdropped by
acres of orchards.

P R I V A T E  E V E N T S

W E D D I N G S

Two venues, one
setting. A rustic barn all
twinkle and timber, or a
glass marquee looking
out across the valley.
Five ceremony spaces,
everything in-house,
and room for however
many people you want
around you.  
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