
 

Hummingbird hawk moth feeding on buddleia at the Brickfields. Photo kindly 
supplied by Janey Hinton 
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SERVICES AT ST MARGARET’S  
3 August 2025    - 8am, Quiet Communion  
10 August 2025 - 10am, Morning Worship 
24 August 2025 - 10am, Songs of Praise 
31 August 2025 - 10am, Communion 

7 September 2025 - 10.30am, Benefice Communion 
14 September 2025 - 10am, Morning Worship 
21 September 2025 - 10am, Morning Worship 

There is always a Sunday online service at 10.30am on The Six 
YouTube which can be accessed at: https://bit.ly/3JykJ8W 

ALTAR FLOWER ROTA 
3 August 2025   - Eileen 
10 August 2025 - Lynne 
17 August 2025 - Helen 
24 August 2025 - Georgina 
31 August 2025 - Liz 

7 September 2025    - Eileen 
14 September 2025 - Gillian 
21 September 2025 - Lynne 
28 September 2025 - Yvonne 
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LOWER HALSTOW PRIMARY SCHOOL 
It’s been a busy and exciting end to the school year 
here at the Lower Halstow Primary School, with a 
fantastic mix of learning, fun, and community spirit! 
We are incredibly proud of our pupils for their efforts 
in raising money for three very worthy causes this 
term. Through a variety of fun and engaging events 
– including sponsored obstacle courses, cake sales, table top sales, a 
pyjama day, dressing up day and even a break-the-rules day – the 
children raised an impressive total for each charity. The amounts raised 
were: 
Swale Foodbank – £43.50 
Save the Children – £408 
The Little Princess Trust – £99 

A big thank you to all families and friends who supported these events! 
We were also fortunate to welcome the local fire brigade into school for 
fire safety talks. Every class took part in sessions to learn how to stay 
safe in the event of a fire and how we can all help to prevent them. 
These important lessons were delivered in an engaging and age-
appropriate way, leaving everyone with lots to think about. 

Our Sports Afternoon was another highlight, with every child taking part 
in a carousel of physical activities and cheering on their school house 
teams. The grand finale was the boys’ and girls’ sprint races for each 
class, with medals awarded to the winners. The overall champions this 
year were Hever House, who took home the trophy with a fantastic 100 
points! Thank you to all staff and volunteers who helped to make this 
event a success. 

Skipping fever also hit the school this term thanks to the "Skip 2 Be Fit" 
workshops. Each class was challenged to complete as many skips as 
they could in two minutes, rest, and then try to beat their own score. 
There was great energy and enthusiasm all round, with Victoria in Year 3 
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being crowned the overall winner! To keep the momentum going, we are 
all set to take part in “Skiptember” next term. As an added treat, 
everyone enjoyed some delicious free blueberries after each session. 

We’ve also been learning new skills through Outdoor Cooking, where 
every class prepared and cooked dishes on an open fire, inspired by 
their current topics. There was plenty of teamwork, creativity and tasting 
involved – and some excellent cooking too! 

Our Transition Days have helped everyone get ready for September. 
Children spent two mornings with their new teachers and teaching 
assistants, completing fun activities and getting to know their new staff. 
New School Councillors have also been elected, and the whole school is 
looking forward to growing and learning together in the new academic 
year. 

It has been a term full of achievements, learning, laughter and kindness 
– a true reflection of our wonderful school community. We would like to 
wish everyone a happy and restful Summer and look forward to seeing 
everyone again in September! 

Contribution from Year 6, Oak Class 
Earlier this term, Year 6 pupils from Lower Halstow Primary School 
enjoyed an action-packed week of school trips as part of their end-of-
year celebrations. The children visited the London Eye, Sea Life London 
Aquarium, the Houses of Parliament and much more! They particularly 
loved their thrilling day at Chessington World of Adventures. At 
Chessington, the pupils enjoyed rollercoasters and plenty of ice cream. 
“I loved Chessington! I went on Mandrill Mayhem five times!” laughed 
Cleo, 11. 

Another popular part of the week was visiting the London Eye. Despite a 
few nervous glances as the pod rose high above the Thames, the 
children were soon pointing out landmarks and were taking photos. “The 
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view was amazing! We were higher than most of the buildings!” said 
Kian, age 10. Next, the class explored the underwater wonders at Sea 
Life, where pupils walked through the glass tunnel surrounded by sharks 
and stingrays. “I really enjoyed dipping my hands in the water and 
feeling real shark eggs!” said Evie, 11. 

Year 6 teacher Miss Steadman said, “The children have worked so hard 
all year. It was wonderful to see them enjoying these experiences 
together before they move on to secondary school.” 
The week was a huge success and left the children with memories they 
will treasure for years. As Henry summed it up: “It was the best week 
ever!” 
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Preventing fraud

TTogether, let’s
stop scammers

Get the latest scam 
updates and advice 
• Visit actionfraud.police.uk

• Sign up to the Kent Fraud Alert System 
– kfas@ecis.police.uk 

• Find Kent Police on Facebook 

Fraud prevention advice 
• Take Five: takefive-stopfraud.org.uk

• Report ‘Phishing’ (Email scams): report@phishing.gov.uk

• Report ‘Smishing’ (Text scams): Forward the message to 7726

• Check if your email address or phone number has been part of a 
data breach: haveibeenpwned.com

Reporting a scam
If you think you or someone you know 
has been a victim of a scam report 
it immediately to Action Fraud online 
actionfraud.police.uk or over the 
phone 0300 123 2040. 

For more information and advice visit 
kent.police.uk/fraud or email KFAS@ecis.police.uk

Call 159
If you have paid 
money or shared bank 
details, contact your bank’s 
fraud team straight away.

Call 159 for the bank hotline. 
This number connects you 
directly to your bank.



LOWER HALSTOW ANNUAL NOVELTY DOG SHOW TO BE HELD 
ON SATURDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2025 (POSTPONED FROM JUNE)  
*** RAIN OR SHINE 
Registration 9.00am in the Hall  
Judging Begins At 12.00 Noon 

Lower Halstow Annual Novelty Dog Show is delighted to tell you that, 
Kerry Gardner is the Judge this year and Diana Swift will be her 
Steward. 

Rosettes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
Classes are:-  
Fancy Dress 
Dog and Owner Look-alike 
Most Handsome Dog 
Prettiest Bitch 
Young Puppies - 3month to 6 months Dog or Bitch 
Young Puppies - 6month to 12 months Dog or Bitch 
Veteran - 7 years old Dog or Bitch 
Happiest Dog or Bitch  
Scruffiest Dog or Bitch 
Best Rescue Dog or Bitch 
Best Pedigree Dog or Bitch 
Best Brace of Dogs (not necessary the same breed, but look alike) 
Child - Under 12 years old to show their Dog or Bitch 
Dog or Bitch the Judge and Steward would like to take home 
Races -   weather permitting 
Very Small Dog or Bitch 
Small Dog or Bitch 
Medium Dog or Bitch 
Large Dog or Bitch 
Overall Winner - All Dogs That Have Come 1st In Their Class 
Fundraising for PDSA   ***********************       Refreshments 
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PDSA Stall at Lower Halstow Memorial Hall Novelty Dog Show  
We will be so grateful for any items, good as new, that would be suitable 
for the PDSA  stall, planned for 13 September 2025. 
Unfortunately we had to cancel the Dog Show for June 21st, due to the 
exceptionally hot weather, but it has been rearranged to be on the above 
date. 
We would like to thank everyone that has so far given items for the 
PDSA stall, but more would be very welcome. 
Looking forward to seeing everyone on the day. 

FRIENDS OF THE BRICKFIELDS 
You may have noticed the paths are not up to our usual standard this 
summer - we managed to break both the FotB's and my Brushcutter at 
the same time! I have been doing bits by hand when out with the dogs.  
On the plus side I managed to avoid cutting a path where there were 
very many Ladybird instars and larvae so saved them from getting 
mashed. This selective cutting is definitely better for the wildlife.  

We have not held work parties this summer, it’s been too hot, if anyone 
would like to take a pair of secateurs out with them, feel free to snip any 
overhanging stuff. The general rule I use is to cut back if it's heading for 
the path but if it has masses of hips, haws, etc., I try to cut less off to 
leave as much food as possible for the wildlife. There are one or two 
places which need a big cut back but it would create too much 
disturbance to do it during the nesting season - you’ll just have to duck!  

This winter will be busy; hedge cutting, cutting back the path sides, 
thinning trees out, spreading shingle to reinforce the muddier paths and, 
of course, the reed bed cut. There’ll be monthly work parties, usually on 
the second week-end of the month.  Dates will be advertised on our 
Facebook page, in the Village News and, probably, on the Lapwing 
Drive entrance gate. All welcome,  we will need all the help we can get.  
 Unfortunately, we do not yet have a date for the reed bed cut which is 
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the biggest work event of the year but it will be late September / early 
October.    

Enjoy summer on the Brickie,  but please, please do NOT light fires over 
there, the area is tinder dry and you could cause an out of control 
wildfire which would be a disaster and would cause loss of life.  A circle 
of old bricks is not enough to stop the fire spreading out in the 
underlying peat.  

NO FIRES!! 

 

The Friends of Lower Halstow School would like to say a massive 'thank 
you' to everyone who has supported us during our first year endeavours 
to raise money for the pupils at Lower Halstow School!  

AGM - Our AGM will be held in September; please check our social 
media pages for more information on date and venue. 
Summer Fair - Thank you to everyone who attended our Summer Fair 
on 4 July! It was a fantastic event and we raised an incredible £1444.56 
which will go directly towards purchasing new computers for the newly 
refurbished Computer Suite. 

Scarecrow Trail - it's (almost) that time of year! Scarecrows will be back 
for the October Half Term and the theme this year is - MUSIC ICONS! All 
information regarding registering a scarecrow, sponsors and the map 
will be available on our website and social media pages very soon - 
please keep an eye out! 
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As it's July, the school is saying goodbye to their current Year 6 pupils - 
we'd like to wish them all the best of luck! And we look forward to 
welcoming the new Reception Class in September! 

If you would like to contact us, our website is https://friendsoflhs.org.uk 
and we are on Facebook and Instagram using the 
handle @friendsoflowerhalstowschool. Thank you! 
Rachael & Lucy 
FoLHS Co-Chairs 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT/PASTORAL LETTER 
I hope that you are enjoying the summer months – but which seem, as 
always, to be rushing past so quickly.  I wonder what you have been 
doing and what you may be planning now for the days ahead.  I expect 
that you will have had a mix of very normal day to day stuff but also, 
perhaps, a few out of the ordinary things too.  Maybe you have been on 
a holiday.  Maybe you have been able to meet up with friends and family 
– perhaps even to celebrate something special.   Maybe you have been 
surprised by good news.  Maybe you are now anticipating a new start - 
at school or college or work… 

Unfortunately, not all of our time is upbeat, though, and you may, sadly, 
have been shocked by something unexpected and be experiencing a 
time of grief.  I am sorry if you are.  As human beings life can sometimes 
feel as if we are on a roller coaster and coping with life changes can be 
so hard.  And yet this is life. 

I’ve been thinking about this and remembering the passage in the bible 
from Ecclesiastes 3:1-8.   
A contemporary version reads like this; 
Everything on earth has its own time and its own season. 
There is a time for birth and death, planting and reaping,  
for killing and healing, destroying and building, 
for crying and laughing, weeping and dancing,  
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for throwing stones and gathering stones, embracing and parting. 
There is a time for finding and losing, keeping and giving, 
for tearing and sewing, listening and speaking. 
There is also a time for love and hate, for war and peace. 

This is a really great description of how life offers us so many different 
phases – both as an individual and as community.  It reminds us that 
some things in life are good, bring joy and are life enhancing, while 
others are just awful, cause sadness and have to be endured.  
Sometimes we feel that we have control over what is happening but 
quite often we can feel disturbed, uncomfortable and challenged…. 

What I would say to you is that God says to us that whatever is 
happening in our lives he is with us in it all. He knows and understands.  
He loves and cares.  He rejoices - and weeps - with us.  This doesn’t 
mean that the difficult things don’t happen – but that whatever we are 
going through God is present.  He will give us sufficient grace to get 
through each day.  He will give us the courage to face all things and the 
strength that we need.    This is Good News.  I pray that in all the 
seasons of life you will know God’s blessing. 

Lis Willmet, 
Lay Reader 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
The mobile library stops outside the Memorial Hall fortnightly from 
1.50pm to 2.30pm. The next dates are Thursdays 14 and 28 August and 
11 and 25 September 2025. 

LOWER HALSTOW MEMORIAL HALL  
From Kerry Gardner: 
The Memorial Hall will be holding its AGM on 9 September 2025, 
starting at 7.15pm sharp.  
All villagers welcome 
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THE THREE TUNS 
We continue to be closed on Tuesdays 
August Bank Holiday weekend - The Three Tuns Beer & Cider 
Festival 
Friday 22 August 2025  
- Silent Disco 8pm -10.30pm 

Saturday 23 August 2025  
- 2pm live Music from The Zillas 
- 8pm Beer Pressure live band 

Sunday 24 August 2025 
- 2pm Music from Trading Places 
- 8pm Dance the night away with the fabulous Top Guns 

Monday 25th August 
- 2pm Annual performance from The Chillbillies 

Enjoy 19 Real Ales, Craft Beer & Tasty Ciders all from Kent along with a 
Street Food inspired menu. Contact for more details and reservations on 
842840 www.thethreetunsrestaurant.co.uk 

THE TUESDAY SOCIAL - 26 AUGUST 2025 
 'The Historic Graffiti in the Medieval Buildings  

of the Lower Halstow Area' 
Join us for a fascinating insight of the wall scribblings in the church.  

Please note change of venue and bring a torch - this helps you see 
the graffiti better!! 

7.30pm 
St Margaret's Church, 

 Lower Halstow 
           We do not charge visitors to come to the church but we still have 
the speaker to pay so please do make a donation on arrival. Thank you.    

 Refreshments         Phone Liz on 842272 
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FRIENDS OF KENT CHURCHES ANNUAL RIDE AND STRIDE - 
SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 2025, 10AM - 6PM 
This year marks the 40th Anniversary of The Friends of Kent Churches 
Annual Ride and Stride. This is a delightful day and has been 
phenomenally successful raising millions of pounds over the years of  to 
give financial support to all churches in Kent to preserve these buildings 
for future generations. ALL the money raised from the Annual Ride and 
Stride is given back to the churches of Kent - 50% of your sponsorship 
is given directly to the church of your choice and 50% goes into the 
county pot to help large projects such as the tower at St Mary’s, 
Upchurch.  

It is a simple but effective event. The idea is you seek sponsorship for 
the number of churches you can visit on the day.There are literally 
hundreds of churches open to welcome you, sign your form and offer 
you sustenance.You can cycle, walk, ride a horse or drive your classic 
car!! A great route  is the round trip between all six churches within our 
Benefice. Volunteers can also be sponsored for church sitting - this 
entails welcoming visitors and offering refreshments - provided by St 
Margaret's. Sponsorship for this is for how many hours you would like to 
offer on the day, the maximum being 8 hours. Why not make this year 
the year to get involved!? For more details and sponsorship forms call 
Liz 842272.  

LOWER HALSTOW MEMORIAL HALL - BOOKINGS CLERK 
From Kay Howard-Challis:  
I will no longer be Booking Clerk for Lower Halstow Memorial Hall, as I 
am stepping down starting from 1 September 2025. I am sure the new 
Booking Clerk will be giving her information to the Village in due course. 
All the people that have booked the hall will be informed of the new 
Booking Clerk's email address etc..prior to September. 

It has been so rewarding  to have looked after the Memorial Hall's 
bookings for so long, but I know that the new Booking Clerk will bring 
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the job up to today's digital method, which will be far easier for everyone 
who uses the hall, so I truly wish her all the very best for the future. 

Thank you Kay for looking after all the bookings for the hall for so long. 

THE TUESDAY SOCIAL - 23 SEPTEMBER 2025 
Tiller and Wheel 

An enjoyable and informative presentation by  Ed Gransden about the 
wonderful work he and his team are doing saving our Thames Sailing 

barges. 

7.30pm 
Memorial Hall  

School Lane, Lower Halstow 
Refreshments.           £4 entry on the door.       Raffle.                  

Phone Liz on 842272 

The Tuesday Social is a fundraising event  
for St Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow 
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LOWER HALSTOW PARISH COUNCIL  
The Parish Council meetings are held in the Memorial Hall on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 7pm (There is no meeting in August) 

Speed and parking  
Please be considerate when driving and parking around our village. 
Unfortunately, there have been several reports of drivers exceeding our 
speed limit of 20mph. Please slow down. 

Also due to the increasing number of vehicles parking on our 
pavements, many pedestrians, including children, wheelchair and 
mobility scooter users, have been unable to access some of our 
pavements and forced to use the roads.  When parking can you and 
your visitors take due care and consideration by leaving plenty of room 
for pedestrians, including our vulnerable groups, access to our 
pavements. 

Allotments 
There are a few allotments available to rent.  If you fancy having a go at 
growing your own vegetables, fruit and flowers please contact the the 
Parish Clerk in the first instance at 
parishclerk@lowerhalstowparishcouncil.gov.uk 

The fees, terms and conditions are on the Parish Council website where 
you will also find a host of other information: 
https://www.lowerhalstowparishcouncil.gov.uk 

BUS SERVICES IN LOWER HALSTOW - Services 327/328  
(SD = School Day, SH = School Holiday) 
This summary was created with lots of help from Julia Dunphy. For 
details of stops etc look at chalkwell.co.uk  

Monday to Friday, not Bank Holidays 
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Sittingbourne to Chatham  
7.20 (SD), 7.30 (SH), 9.35, 12.30, 15.32 (SD), 16.02 (SD), 17.50 
Chatham to Sittingbourne 
7.38 (SH), 7.39 (SD), 9.26, 13.24 (SH), 13.34 (SD), 15.53 (SH), 16.13 
(SD), 18.28 
Saturdays  
Sittingbourne to Chatham 
7.45, 12.55, 
Chatham to Sittingbourne 
9.08, 14.37, 17.17 

CONTACTS 
(Telephone mobile number or otherwise stated) If you notice any 
information is out of date, or you would like something else included, 
please let Gill know on ransleyfamily@gmail.com or call 07771 817152 
Brickfields - Judy Telford, 07486 530068, 
friendsofthebrickfields@gmail.com  
Cricket Club - Mark Stevens, 07950318576 
Dog Warden - Daytime 417850. Out of hours 07795 237479 
Flood Wardens - Kay Howard-Challis, 844408, 
howardchallisk@gmail.com , Abbie Dowell, 
abbie_mcdowell@hotmail.com 
Food Bank Donations - leave any food/toiletries items in grey box  
 at 34 Crouch Hill Court.  Place any money in an envelope marked 
"Food Bank" into letter box 
Judo Club - Jon 07944 755036 
KCC Potholes - 03000 418187 
Kent County Councillor - Richard Palmer, richard.Palmer@kent.gov.uk 
Member of Parliament - Kevin McKenna, 
kevin.mckenna.mp@parliament.uk, 07519 087522 
Memorial Hall - Chairman, Keith Howard-Challis, 844408, 
lowerhalstowhall@gmail.com Bookings, details of new bookings 
secretary to be advised 
Mobility Items - to borrow or donate, call Tony Clark 07977 566097,  
Dawn 07910339116 or Jackie 07840 258665.  
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Neighbourhood Watch - Co-ordinator, Richard Asbury, 
LHNWatch1@gmail.com, 07894 792802, Facebook - Search Lower 
Halstow Neighbourhood Watch 
Noise nuisance - Daytime 417850. Out of hours 07881 817601 
Parish Council - Parish Clerk, Ann Smith, 
parishclerk@lowerhalstowparishcouncil.gov.uk 01760 336459, 
www.lowerhalstowparishcouncil.gov.uk Meetings are on first Tuesday of 
the month at 7pm 
Playgroup - Heather Salisbury, 07984 613532 
Police - PC Phil Clemens: philip.clemens@kent.police.uk General 
enquiries, 01622 690690, kent.police.uk Neighbourhood Watch 01634 
792131 
Samaritans - 116 123 - free number day or night; 
School - 842344, https://www.lower-halstow.kent.sch.uk/ 
Scouts, Cubs and Beavers - Ria Smith, Group Scout Leader, 
ria.smithuk@gmail.com 
Short Mat Bowls - John Mustoo, 843681, Mick Porter, Secretary, 
713120 
St Margaret’s Church - Rev. Julian Staniforth 227329, PCC Secretary, 
Dawn Drury 07910339116, Church Enquiries, Jackie Swift 078402 
58665 
Swale Borough Council - Main office, 424341 
Swale Borough Councillors for Bobbing, Lower Halstow & Iwade - 
Lloyd Chapman, lloydchapman@swale.gov.uk, Roger Clark, 430324, 
rogerclark@swale.gov.uk  
Three Tuns - 842840, www.thethreetunsrestaurant.co.uk, 
info@thethreetunsrestaurant.co.uk 
Village News - Distribution, Glenda Tress, 843757 Items for inclusion 
send to Gill Ransley, ransleyfamily@gmail.com, 07771 817152 
Walkers (Lower Halstow Walkers) 10am every Monday, including 
Bank Holidays, from the Brickfields end of Lapwing Drive, a brisk 2 hour 
walk or a one and a half/2 hour walk at a more moderate pace. Call 
Margaret on 843927 for more information. 
Wildlife Rescues -Lenham Hedgehog Rescue 07932 383552, 
Columbines Wildlife Care 07738 573818/07738 515263, Thorne 
Hedgehog Rescue 07825 952201,Kent Wildlife Rescue 07824 893399 
Yacht  Club - Dave Quigley, 841242 
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The deadline for items for the October and November 2025 Village 
News is noon on 10 September 2025 

Please email items for inclusion as early as possible to 
ransleyfamily@gmail.com  

ADVERTISING IN THE VILLAGE NEWS  
If you would like to advertise in the Village News donations are 
requested. Minimum suggested donations are - Full page £15 per 
edition, half page £7.50 per edition and quarter page £3.75 per edition. 
All monies received go towards the cost of printing the newsletters. 
Everything else is done free of charge by volunteers. The PCC reserves 
the right to exclude adverts if they appear unsuitable 
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UNIQUELY YOURS FLOWERS AND MORE 

A village based flower arranging business offering  
flowers and crafts for all occasions, tailored to meet your needs.  

No job too small. Find me on Facebook or at https://
www.uniquelyyoursflowers.co.uk or call Liz on 07730 893747
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BC WINDOW CLEANING LTD 

Based in Upchurch  

WINDOW CLEANING  

GUTTER CLEANING  

CONSERVATORY CLEANING  

FASCIA AND SOFFIT CLEANING 

DRIVE/PATIO CLEANING  

HOUSE ROOF DE-MOSSING 

07738834782 - 01634 926911 

Info@bcwindowcleaning.co.Uk 

Www.bcwindowcleaning.co.uk  

 

 

Experienced Financial Adviser offering Retirement and Investment planning. 
Michael van der Straaten 

Chartered Financial Planner 
Edenwood Wealth Management 

19 The Street, Lower Halstow  
Contact me on 07824 392342 or  

Email: edenwood@sjpp.co.uk  
Website: www.edenwoodwealth.com 

 
SJP Approved 18/2/2025 

mailto:Info@bcwindowcleaning.co.Uk
http://www.bcwindowcleaning.co.uk/


Lower Halstow Village News 

Aug & Sept 2025


Page  of 20 24

Fully insured.Dry/Wet Cut £10-£15.  
Blowdry/Set £13-£16. Cut and Set £15-£17 

Colours/Perms £25-£35 
Foils, complex colours or perms - price on consultation 
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