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Key stage 1 

Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and 

physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 

Pupils should be taught to do the following: 
 

Locational knowledge 

• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans 

• name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 
 

Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a 

contrasting non-European country human and physical geography 

• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the equator and the North and South 

Poles 

• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to the following: 

key physical features: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather key 

human features: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 

• use simple compass directions (north, south, east and west) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of 

features and routes on a map 

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 

symbols in a key 

• use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding 

environment 
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Unit Objective NC Link Key Vocabulary 

Year 1 Our School Grounds (fieldwork)    

Lesson 1 – Which features in our 

school grounds support plant life? 

LA – I can conduct fieldwork to collect and record data 
about my school grounds. 
MA – I can conduct fieldwork to collect and record data 
about my school grounds. 
I can identify the human and physical features of my 
school grounds. 
HA – I can conduct fieldwork to collect and record data 
about my school grounds. I can identify the human and 
physical features of my school grounds. 

Pupils should be taught to use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment. 

 
• aerial view,  
• cardinal points,  
• collection methods, 
• compass,  
• data,  
• direction,  
• facilities, 
• fieldwork,  
• human features,  
• investigation,  
• journey,  
• maps,  
• observations,  
• physical features, 
• pictogram,  
• plant life,  
• position,  
• record,  
• route,  
• symbols, 
•  tally chart 

• map key, 
•  sketch map 

 
 
 
 

Lesson 2 – Where on our school grounds 

could we encourage plant life? 

LA – I can draw a sketch map of my school grounds. I can 
create a key for my map. 
MA – I can draw a sketch map of my school grounds 
using information gathered from fieldwork. I can 
create a key for my map. 
HA – I can draw a sketch map of my school grounds using 
information gathered from fieldwork. I can create a key 
for my map. I can create my own symbols. 

Pupils should be taught to use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment. 
Pupils should be taught to use aerial photographs and 
plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features; devise a simple map; and 
use and construct basic symbols in a key. 

Lesson 3 – How can we share the 

locations in our school where we can 

encourage plant life? 

LA – I can use directional language with some support. 
MA – I can use directional language independently and 
maps and compass directions with some support. 
HA – I can use directional language independently and 
maps and compass directions with some support.  

Pupils should be taught to use simple compass directions 
(north, south, east and west) and locational and 
directional language to describe the location of features 
and routes on a map. 
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Unit Objective NC Link Key Vocabulary 

Year 1 The World and My School    

 
 
 
 

Lesson 1 – What is my classroom like? 

LA – To create a bird’s eye view messy map of my 
classroom. 

MA – To create a bird’s eye view messy map of my 
classroom and begin to make some evaluations 

HA – To create and evaluate a bird’s eye view messy 
classroom map and create an aerial plan of my 
classroom.  

Pupils should be taught to use aerial plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks. 

Pupils should be taught to devise a simple map. 

Pupils should be taught to use simple observational skills to 
study the geography of their school. 

 
 

• atlas,  
• beach,  
• capital,  
• city,  
• climate,  
• coast,  
• continent,  
• country,  
• factory, 
• farm,  
• forest,  
• hill,  
• house,  
• landmark,  
• land use,  
• location,  
• map,  
• mountains,  
• ocean,  
• office,  
• plan perspective,  
• river,  
• seasonal,  
• shop,  
• town,  
• trade,  
• valley,  
• village,  
• volcano,  
• weather 
• autumn, 
• equator,  
• globe,  
• seasons,  
• spring,  
• summer,  
• temperate,  
• temperature,  
• winter,  

Lesson 2 – Where is my school on my 

street? 

 
LA – To create a bird’s eye view messy map of my 
classroom. 
MA – To create a bird’s eye view messy map of my 
classroom and begin to make some evaluations 
HA – To create and evaluate a bird’s eye view messy 
classroom map and create an aerial plan of my 
classroom. 

Pupils should be taught to use aerial photographs and 
plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features. 
Pupils should be taught to use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to: 
key physical features: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 
season and weather 
key human features: factory, farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop. 

Lesson 3 – Where is my town in the 

country? 

LA – I know which country I live in. I know which type of 
settlement I live in. 
MA – I know which country I live in. I know which type of 
settlement I live in. I know some of the human and 
physical features of my settlement. 
HA – I know which country I live in. I know which type of 
settlement I live in. I know some of the human and 
physical features of my settlement. I can locate my 
town/village/city on a map. 

Pupils should be taught to name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four countries of the United 
Kingdom 
Pupils should be taught to use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key human features, including 
city, town and village. 

Lesson 4 – What are the seasons like 

in the United Kingdom? 

LA – I know the four seasons of the United Kingdom. I can 
recognise the signs of different seasons. 
MA – I know the four seasons of the United 
Kingdom. I can recognise the signs of different 
seasons and produce accurate pictures of each 
season. 
HA – I know the four seasons of the United 
Kingdom. I can recognise the signs of different 
seasons and produce accurate pictures of each 
season. I know why the seasons occur. 

Pupils should be taught to identify seasonal 
weather patterns in the United Kingdom. 
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Lesson 5 – Where is my country in the 

world? 

LA – To locate the United Kingdom on a world map. 
MA – To locate the United Kingdom on a world map. To 
name and locate the seven continents. 
HA – To locate the United Kingdom on a world map. To 
name and locate the seven continents. To understand, 
the United Kingdom is part of Europe. 

Pupils should be taught to name and locate the world’s 
seven continents. 

• North Pole,  
• South Pole 

• beach,  

• cliff,  

• sea,  

• river,  

• vegetation,  

• harbour,  

• port,  

• soil 

Lesson 6 – How is the weather 

different around the world? 

LA – I know there are different climates around the world. 
I know there are hot, cold and temperate climates. 
MA – I know there are different climates around the 
world. I know there are hot, cold and temperate climates 
and where they are found. 
HA – I know there are different climates around the 
world. I know there are hot, cold and temperate climates 
and where they are found. I can suggest some animals 
that live in hot and cold climates. 

Pupils should be taught to identify the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in relation to the equator 
and the North and South Poles. 

 

Unit Objective NC Link Key Vocabulary 

Year 1 Our Local Park (fieldwork)    

Lesson 1 – What is at our local park, and 

how do people get there? 

LA – I know where my local park is. 
MA – I can locate my local park on a map. I can use 
technology and maps to plan a route to my local park. 

HA – I can locate my local park on a map. I can use 
technology and maps to plan a route to my local park. I 
can use directional language to describe where my local 
park is. 

Pupils should be taught to use simple compass directions 
(north, south, east and west) and locational and 
directional language [for example, near and far; left and 
right], to describe the location of features and routes on a 
map. 

Pupils should be taught to use plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 
features and construct basic symbols in a key. 

• aerial view,  
• cardinal points,  
• collection methods,  
• compass,  
• data,  
• direction,  
• facilities,  
• features,  
• fieldwork,  
• human features,  
• investigation, 
• journey,  
• local,  
• maps, 
• observations,  

Lesson 2 – How can we collect data 

about the key features of our local 

park? 

LA – I can conduct fieldwork to collect and record data 
about my local park. 
MA – I can conduct fieldwork to collect and record data 
about my local park. I can identify the human and physical 
features of my local park. 
HA – I can conduct fieldwork to collect and record 
data about my local park. I can identify the human 
and physical features of my local park. I can say what I 
like/dislike about my local park. 

Pupils should be taught to use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment. 



 

 

Lesson 3 – How can we present data 

about our local park’s facilities? 

LA – I can present my data using a pictogram. 
MA – I can present my data using a pictogram. I can 
analyse the data I collected. 
HA –I can present my data using a pictogram. I can 
analyse the data I collected. I can discuss how my local 
park’s facilities can be improved. 

Pupils should be taught to use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment. 

• physical features,  
• pictogram,  
• position, 
• record,  
• route,  
• symbols,  
• tally chart 
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Unit Objective NC Link Key Vocabulary 

Year 2 – Weather and Climate (fieldwork)    

 

 
Lesson 1 – What is the difference 

between weather and climate? 

LA – With the support of a close paragraph, children 
are to describe how the weather affects the job of 
farmers. 

MA – With the support of the given vocabulary, 
children are to describe how the weather affects the 
job of a farmer. 

HA – Children are to describe how the weather 
affects a farmer's job independently. 

 
 

Pupils should be taught to identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location 
of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the 
equator and the North and South Poles. 

 
• analyse,  
• atmosphere,  
• axes,  
• bar chart,  
• climate,  
• climate zone, 
• equator,  
• evaluate,  
• forecast,  
• key,  
• meteorologist,  
• mild,  
• okta,  

 

 
 
 

Lesson 2 – What is the weather like in 

my school grounds? 

LA – With support, children read weather symbols and 
interpret a table of weather information. 

MA – With support, children read weather symbols and 
interpret a table of weather information. They deduce 
whether this is the expected weather for the month of 
the year. 
HA – With support, children read weather symbols and 
interpret a table of weather information. They deduce 
whether this is the expected weather for the month of 
the year. Create a table of expected weather symbols and 
temperatures according to the month given. 

 

 
 

Pupils should be taught to identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United Kingdom. 
All pupils are competent in the geographical skills 
needed to interpret a range of sources of geographical 
information. 

 
 

 
Lesson 3 – How can we collect weather 

data? 

LA – With support, children demonstrate how to 
measure precipitation, cloud, wind and temperature over 
one day. 

MA – Children demonstrate an understanding of how to 
measure precipitation, cloud, wind and temperature over 
two days. 
HA – Children demonstrate an understanding of how to 
measure precipitation, cloud, wind and temperature 
over two days. They interpret the data to deduce the 
season and the reasons for temperature fluctuations.  

 

 

Pupils should be taught to identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United Kingdom. 
Pupils should be taught to use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the geography of their school 
and its grounds and the key physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 
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Lesson 4 – How can we collect and 

record weather data? 

LA – With support, children give reasons for the locations of 
the thermometer, rain gauge and weathervane. With 
support, children read the instruments and record their 
findings. 
MA – Children give reasons for the thermometer, rain 
gauge and weathervane locations. Children read the 
instruments and record their findings. 
HA – Children give reasons for the thermometer, rain 
gauge and weathervane locations. They explain how to 
carry out other elements of the fieldwork. Children read 
instruments and record their findings, suggesting ways 
to ensure accurate measurements and recordings. 

Pupils should be taught to identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United Kingdom. 
Pupils should be taught to use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the geography of their school 
and its grounds and the key physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

• pictogram,  
• poles,  
• precipitation,  
• present,  
• rain gauge,  
• reflect,  
• table,  
• temperate,  
• temperature,  
• thermometer,  
• symbol,  
• weather,  

• weathervane 

Lesson 5 – How can we present 

weather data? 

LA – With support, present their fieldwork data on a pre-
prepared table, pictogram and bar charts. 
MA – Children present their fieldwork data on a table, 
pictogram and bar charts. They label the charts correctly, 
including titles and a key. 
HA – Children present their fieldwork data on a table, 
pictogram and bar charts. They label the charts correctly 
and create a key using their own symbols. They suggest 
alternative ways to present data. 

Pupils should be taught to identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United Kingdom. 
Pupils should be taught to use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the geography of their school 
and its grounds. 

Lesson 6 – How can we analyse our 

weather data and evaluate our 

fieldwork? 

LA – With support, be able to interpret the data gathered 
during their fieldwork. Be able to comment on whether 
this weather is typical of the season. 
MA – Be able to interpret the data gathered during their 
fieldwork, comparing different measurements and 
different days. Be able to comment on whether the 
weather was expected or unexpected according to their 
original prediction. 
HA – Be able to interpret the data gathered during their 
fieldwork, making links and comparisons between the 
weather phenomena they observed and measured. Be 
able to comment on whether the weather was expected 
or unexpected according to their original prediction and 
explain their response. 

Pupils should be taught to identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United Kingdom. 
Pupils should be taught to use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the geography of their school 
and its grounds. 
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Unit Objective NC Link Key Vocabulary 

Year 2 – My Local Area and Tulum, Mexico    

Lesson 1 – Can I use atlases and 

globes to discover the continents and 

oceans of the world? 

LA – To use an atlas to identify and locate the seven 
continents and five oceans and demonstrate the use of 
an atlas/globe. 
MA – To use an atlas to identify and locate the seven 
continents and five oceans and demonstrate the use of 
an atlas/globe. 
HA – To use an atlas to identify and locate the seven 
continents and five oceans. To demonstrate using an 
atlas/globe using key features such as contents and 
index pages. 

Pupils should be taught to name and locate the world’s 
seven continents and five oceans. 
Pupils should be taught to use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the continents and oceans studied at 
this key stage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• aerial photograph, 
• atlas,  
• beach,  
• characteristics,  
• city, 
• climate, 
• coast,  
• continent,  
• country, 
• equator,  
• factory,  
• farm,  
• fieldwork, 
• forest,  
• harbour,  
• hill,  

Lesson 2 – How do the equator and 

the poles affect the climate 

worldwide? 

LA – To understand what the equator is. To locate the 
equator/North Pole/South Pole and demonstrate an 
understanding of the differences in climates. 
MA – To understand what the equator is. To locate the 
equator/North Pole/South Pole and demonstrate an 
understanding of the differences in climates and why 
they occur. 

HA – To understand what the equator is. To locate the 
equator/North Pole/South Pole and demonstrate an 
understanding of the differences in climates and why they 
occur. 

Pupils should be taught to identify the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in relation to the equator 
and the North and South Poles. 

Lesson 3 – What are the 

countries, capital cities and 

surrounding seas of the UK? 

LA – To name and locate the four countries of the UK. To 
name and locate the capital cities of the UK. To name 
and locate the seas surrounding the UK. 
MA – To name and locate the four countries of the UK. To 
name and locate the capital cities of the UK. To name and 
locate the seas surrounding the UK. 

HA – To name and locate the four countries of the UK. To 
name and locate the capital cities of the UK. To name and 
locate the seas surrounding the UK. 

Pupils should be taught to name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four countries and capital cities 
of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 

Pupils should be taught to use world maps and atlases to 
identify the United Kingdom and its countries. 
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Lesson 4 – What are the key human 

and physical features? 

LA – To identify their local area. To understand what 
human and physical features are. To begin to identify 
human and physical features in their local area. 

MA – To identify their local area. To understand human 
and physical features and identify human and physical 
features in their local area. 

HA – To identify their local area. To understand human 
and physical features and identify human and physical 
features in their local area. To identify the type of 
settlement they live in. 

 

 

 
Pupils should be taught to use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to key physical and human features. 
Pupils should be taught to understand geographical 
similarities and differences by studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom 
and a small area in a contrasting country. 

• house,  
• landmark,  
• locality,  
• location,  
• map,  
• mountain,  
• ocean,  
• office,  
• port,  
• river,  
• sea, 
• season,  
• soil,  
• shop,  
• symbol,  
• town,  
• valley,  
• vegetation,  
• village,  
• weather 
• capital,  
• compass,  
• key, 
• temperate,  
• North Pole,  
• South Pole 

Lesson 5 – Can I create a map of 

my school using key map 

features? 

LA – I know what a compass is. I understand what map 
symbols are. I can create a map of my school and create 
a key. 

MA – I know what a compass is and have begun to 
understand how to use it. I understand what map 
symbols are. I can create a map of my school and create 
a key. 

HA – I know what a compass is and how to use it. I 
understand what map symbols are and can use them. I 
can create a map of my school and create a key. 

 
 
 

 

Pupils should be taught to devise a simple map and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key. 

Lesson 6 – Can I create a map of my 

local area using aerial photographs? 

LA – To use observational skills to identify human and 
physical features of their local area and use aerial images 
to create a map, including symbols and a simple key. 

MA – To use observational skills to identify human and 
physical features of their local area and use aerial images 
to create a map of their local area, including a key and 
symbols. 

HA – To use observational skills to identify human and 
physical features of their local area and use aerial images 
to create a map of their local area, including a key and 
symbols. To locate and name features of their local area 
on aerial images.  

 

 
 
 

Pupils should be taught to use aerial photographs to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and physical 
features, devise a simple map, and use and construct 
basic symbols in a key. 

Lesson 7 – Where is Mexico? 

LA – To locate Mexico. To know Mexico is part of North 
America. To discuss the climate of Mexico. 
MA – To locate Mexico. To know Mexico is part of North 
America. To discuss the climate of Mexico and some of 
the landscapes found in Mexico. 
HA – To locate Mexico. To know Mexico is part of North 
America. To discuss the climate of Mexico, locate Tulum, 
Mexico and begin to notice the geographical features of 
Mexico. 

Pupils should be taught to understand geographical 
similarities and differences by studying the human and 
physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom 
and a small area in a contrasting country. 
Pupils should be taught to use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the countries, continents and oceans 
studied at this key stage. 
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Lesson 8 – How do the physical 

features of Tulum compare to my 

local area? 

LA – I can describe similarities between my local area 
and Tulum, Mexico. I can describe the 
difference between my local area and Tulum, Mexico. 
I can identify physical features. 
MA – I can describe similarities between my local area and 
Tulum, Mexico. I can describe the 
difference between my local area and Tulum, Mexico. 
I can identify physical features. 
HA – I can compare my local area to Tulum, Mexico. I 
can identify physical features. 

Pupils should be taught to understand geographical 
similarities and differences through studying the physical 
geography of a small area of the United Kingdom and of a 
small area in a contrasting country. 

Lesson 9 – How do the human 

features of Tulum compare to my 

local area? 

LA – I can describe similarities between my local area 
and Tulum, Mexico. I can describe the 
difference between my local area and Tulum. I can identify 
human features. 
MA – I can describe similarities between my local area and 
Tulum, Mexico. I can describe the 
difference between my local area and Tulum. I can identify 
human features. 
HA – I can compare my local area to Tulum. I can identify 
human features. 

Pupils should be taught to understand geographical 
similarities and differences through studying the human 
geography of a small area of the United Kingdom and of a 
small area in a contrasting country. 

 

Lesson 10 – What are the similarities and 

differences between my local area and 

Tulum, Mexico? 

LA – I can state some human and physical features in my 
local area and Tulum and begin to compare them. 
MA – I can describe some human and physical features in 
my local area and Tulum and compare them. I can present 
my knowledge. 
HA – I can compare my local area to Tulum, Mexico. I can 
identify human and physical features and describe them. 
I can present my knowledge. 

Pupils should be taught to understand geographical 
similarities and differences by studying the physical and 
human geography of a small area of the United Kingdom 
and a small area in a contrasting country. 
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Key stage 2 

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location 
and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to 
enhance their locational and place knowledge. 

Pupils should be taught to do the following: 
 

Locational knowledge 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including 
hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, equator, northern hemisphere, southern hemisphere, the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic 
Circle, the prime/Greenwich meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

 

Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and 
a region within North or South America 

 

Human and physical geography 

• describe and understand key aspects of the following: 

• physical geography: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

• human geography: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies 
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Unit Objective NC Link Key Vocabulary 

Year 3 Conservation of bees (fieldwork)    

 
 
 

Lesson 1 – What can we learn about 

bees? 

LA – Begin to explain the importance of bees.  Begin to 
explain the difference between bumblebees and honey 
bees.  Begin to explain the process of pollination 

MA – Be able to explain the importance of bees.  Be 
able to explain the difference between bumblebees and 
honey bees.  Be able to explain the process of 
pollination 

HA – Be able to confidently explain the importance of 
bees.  Be able to confidently explain the difference 
between bumblebees and honey bees.  Be able to 
confidently explain the process of pollination 

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography,  

 

 
 

• Conserve 

• Pollinator 

• Extinct 

• Nectar 

• Pollen 

• Pollination 

• Heathland 

• Herbicides 

• Pesticides 

• Cardinal Points 

• Biodegrade 
• Evaluate 

 
 
 

Lesson 2 – What are the key issues 

affecting bees? 

LA – Begin to understand that bee numbers are 
declining across the UK.  Begin to understand how B-
Lines can help conserve bees.  Begin to explain why 
bee numbers are declining.   

MA – Be able to understand that bee numbers are 
declining across the UK.  Be able to understand how B-
Lines can help conserve bees. Be able to explain why bee 
numbers are declining.  

HA – Be able to confidently explain and understand that 
bee numbers are declining across the UK. Be able to 
confidently explain and understand how B-Lines can help 
conserve bees.  Be able to confidently explain why bee 
numbers are declining. 

Pupils should be taught locational knowledge, 
including naming and locating counties and cities of 
the UK. 

 

Lesson 3 – How can our school 

environment help bees? 

LA – Begin to explain some general ways to help the 
conservation of bees.  Begin to explain some specific ways 
that schools can help the conservation of bees.  

MA – Be able to explain many general ways to help the 
conservation of bees.  Be able to explain many specific 
ways that schools can help the conservation of bees.  

HA – Be able to explain all general ways to help the 
conservation of bees.  Be able to confidently explain all 
specific ways that schools can help the conservation of 
bees. 

 
Pupils should be taught to describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography, including types of land use. 

Pupils should be taught to use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 
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Lesson 4 -  How can we plan and 

carry out effective ways to help 

conserve bees? 

LA – Begin to assess how bee-friendly school grounds 
are.  Begin to plan ways to make their school more 
bee-friendly.  Begin to implement ideas to make their 
school more bee-friendly.  

MA – Be able to assess how bee-friendly school 
grounds are.  Be able to plan ways to make their 
school more bee-friendly.  Be able to implement ideas 
to make their school more bee-friendly.  

HA – Be able to assess how bee-friendly school 
grounds are.  Be able to confidently plan ways to make 
their school more bee-friendly.  Be able to confidently 
implement ideas to make their school more bee-
friendly.  

Pupils should be taught to identify and explain land-
use patterns and understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time. 

 

Lesson 5 – How can I record and 

evaluate the effectiveness of bee 

conservation in my school? 

LA – Begin to record and present data accurately.  Begin 
to analyse the data collected.  Begin to evaluate the data 
collected. 

MA – Be able to record and present data accurately.  Be 
able to analyse the data collected.  Be able to evaluate the 
data collected. 

HA – Be able to confidently record and present data 
accurately.  Be able to confidently analyse the data 
collected.  Be able to confidently evaluate the data 
collected. 

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography 

Pupils should be taught to use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of methods, 
including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies. 
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Unit Objective NC Link Key Vocabulary 

Year 3 The United Kingdom    

Lesson 1 – What are the countries and 

regions of the UK? 

LA – Recall the four countries and capital cities within the 
UK. Name their region in England. 
MA – Identify and locate the four countries and capital 
cities within the UK. Name and locate their region in 
England. 
HA – Identify and locate the four countries and capital 
cities within the UK. Name and locate the nine regions of 
England. Name and locate their region in England. 

Pupils should be taught to name and locate the four 
countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom (KS1 
recap.) 
 
Pupils should be taught to name and locate cities and 
geographical regions of the United Kingdom. 

• topographical 

• physical 

• human 

• compass 

• key 

• symbol 

• region 

• county 

• city 

• land use 

Lesson 2 – What are the settlements 

and counties of the UK? 

LA – Label some major cities in the UK on an 
annotated map, including their own nearest city. Mark 
and label their county and surrounding counties on a 
coloured map 
MA – Label major cities in the UK on an annotated 
map, including their own nearest city. Mark and label 
their county and the counties in their region on a 
coloured map. Understand counties can have distinct 
physical and human features and cultural identities. 
HA – Label major cities in the UK on an annotated map, 
including their own nearest city. Mark and label their 
county and the counties in their region on a coloured 
map. Understand counties can have distinct physical and 
human features and cultural identities. 

Pupils should be taught to name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom. 

Lesson 3 – What are the human 

features of the UK? 

LA – Be able to explain what a human geographical 
feature is. Be able to name some human features. Be able 
to name some landmarks in the UK. 
MA – Be able to explain what a human geographical 
feature is. Be able to name some human features and 
their uses. Be able to name and locate some human 
landmarks in the UK. 
HA – Be able to explain what a human geographical 
feature is. Be able to name some human features and 
their uses. Be able to name and locate some human 
landmarks in the UK. Be able to design a landmark using 
a list of criteria. 

Pupils should be taught to use geographical vocabulary to 
refer to key human features: city, town, village, factory, 
farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop (KS1 recap.) 
Pupils should be taught to name and locate areas of the 
United Kingdom and their identifying human 
characteristics. 
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Lesson 4 – What are the physical 

features of the UK? 

LA – Use a simple map in an atlas to name, locate and 
identify some key physical features of the four countries 
of the UK and their region. 
MA – Use maps in an atlas to name, locate and identify a 
range of physical characteristics of the four countries of 
the UK and their region. Mark them onto a blank UK 
map. 
HA – Use a variety of maps/photographs in an atlas to 
name, locate and identify a range of physical 
characteristics of the four countries of the UK and their 
region. Mark them onto a blank UK map. Compare 
physical features according to location, height, length, 
depth etc. 

Pupils should be taught to locate geographical areas and 
their identifying physical characteristics. 

 

Lesson 5 – How can I use compasses, 

keys and symbols to read a map? 

LA – Identify a compass, key and symbols on a map. 
Identify the four main cardinal directions. Begin to use 
symbols and keys on maps 
MA – Identify a compass, key and symbols on a map. 
Identify and use the four main cardinal directions. Be able to 
design and use symbols on a map. 
HA – Identify a compass, key and symbols on a map. 
Identify and use the four main cardinal directions and be 
aware of the eight cardinal directions. Be able to design 
and use symbols on a map. 

Pupils should be taught to use the eight points of a 
compass, symbols and keys. 

Lesson 6 – How can I use four-figure 

grid references to read a map? 

LA – Be able to explain why four-figure grid references are 
used. Begin to read four-figure grid references. 
MA – Be able to explain why four-figure grid 
references are used. Be able to read and create four-
figure grid references. 
HA – Be able to explain why four-figure grid references 
are used. Be able to read and create four-figure grid 
references. Be able to explain to others how to use four-
figure grid references using key vocabulary, including 
‘eastings’ and ‘northings.’ 

Pupils should be taught to use four-figure grid 
references. 
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Lesson 7 – What are the key 

topographical features found in the UK? 

LA – Identify simple topographical features on a map. 
MA – Identify and locate simple topographical features on a 
map. 
HA – Identify and locate simple topographical 
features on a map. Describe the topographical 
features of the area in which they live. 

Pupils should be taught to name and locate key 
topographical features of the United Kingdom. 

 

Lesson 8 – How have land use 

patterns changed over time in the UK? 

LA – Understand how changes in land use can affect 
an area. 
MA – Understand and explain how changes in land use 
can affect an area. 
HA – Understand and explain how changes in land use 
can affect an area. Consider how we may use the land to 
meet the needs of humans. 

Pupils should be taught to name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and 
their land-use patterns; and understand how these 
aspects have changed over time. 

Lesson 9 – What are the key human 

and physical features of the South 

East region? 

LA – Identify my region and some of the counties within it. 
MA – Identify my region and the counties within it. 
Describe some of the human and physical features of my 
region 
HA – Identify my region and the counties within it. Describe 
some human and physical features and name the main 
cities which you can find in my region. 

Pupils should be taught to name and locate geographical 
regions of the United Kingdom and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics. 

Lesson 10 – How can I create a sketch 

map of my local area? 

LA – Be able to explain what a sketch map is. Be able to 
identify some features of sketch maps. Be able to create a 
simple sketch map with some features from the local 
area. 
MA – Be able to explain what a sketch map is. Be able to 
identify features of sketch maps. Be able to create a 
simple sketch map with accurate features from the local 
area 
HA – Be able to explain what a sketch map is. Be able to 
identify all the features of sketch maps. Be able to create 
a sketch map with accurate human and physical 
features from the local area. 

Pupils should be taught to record and present the human 
and physical features in the local area using a range of 
methods, including sketch maps. 
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Unit Objective NC Link Key Vocabulary 

Year 4 My Region and Campania, Italy    

Lesson 1 – How is the world 

represented on maps and 

globes? 

LA – Children will begin to understand what maps and 
globes tell us. Children will begin to understand what lines 
of latitude and longitude are. Children will begin to 
understand what the tropics are. 
MA – Children will understand what maps and globes 
tell us. Children will understand the lines of latitude and 
longitude and how we can use them. Children will 
understand what the tropics are and how we can use 
them. 
HA – Children will confidently understand what maps 
and globes tell us and can explicitly explain how we can 
use them. Children will confidently understand the lines 
of latitude and longitude and explicitly explain how they 
are used in different contexts. Children will confidently 
understand the tropics and explicitly explain how they 
are used in different contexts. 

Pupils should be taught to identify the position and 
significance of latitude, longitude, equator, northern 
hemisphere, southern hemisphere, the tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle. 

• continent  

• country  

• equator  

• hemisphere  

• horizontal  

• vertical latitude 

• longitude  

• Arctic Circle 

• tropic of Capricorn  

• tropic of Cancer 

• human features 

• landform  

• landmark 

• latitude 

• physical feature 

• settlement 

• topography 

• atlas  

• capital city 

• map 

• continent  

• geographical features 

• peninsula 

• terrain 

• plate tectonics  

• continental drift 

• region 

• earthquake  

• epicentre  

• focus  

• magnitude 

• Richter scale 

• physical process 

• seismic wave 

• seismometer  

Lesson 2 – What are the key 

geographical features of the South East 

region? 

LA – Name and find key settlements in my region 
MA – Name and find key settlements and main rivers in 
my region. 
HA – Name and find my region’s key settlements, main 
rivers and landforms. 

Pupils should be taught to name and locate 
geographical regions and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics including key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers.) 

Lesson 3 – What are the human and 

physical features of Europe, including 

countries and capital cities? 

LA – Recall and locate some of the countries and capital 
cities of Europe. 
MA – Identify and locate some of the countries and 
capital cities of Europe. Describe the physical and human 
features of one European country/city. 
HA – Identify and locate all the countries and capital 
cities of Europe. Describe the physical and human 
features of one European country/city. 
Identify, compare and contrast human and physical 
features of different European countries. 

Pupils should be taught to locate the world’s 
countries, using maps to focus on Europe, 
concentrating on their key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities. 
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Lesson 4 – What are the key 

geographical features of Italy? 

LA – Recall and locate some geographical features of Italy. 
MA – Recall and locate some geographical features of 
Italy. Describe some physical and human features of 
Italy. 
HA – Recall and locate some geographical features of 
Italy. Describe some physical and human features of Italy. 
Explain the importance of the geographical features of 
Italy. 

Pupils should be taught to locate the world’s 
countries, using maps to focus on Europe and 
concentrating on the key physical and human 
characteristics and major cities. 

 

Lesson 5 – What is plate tectonics? 

LA – Recall the names of the tectonic plates. 
MA – Identify and locate the tectonic plates. Demonstrate 
understanding of physical processes created by plates 
HA – Identify and locate the tectonic plates. Demonstrate 
understanding of physical processes created by plates. 

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography: mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes. 

Lesson 6 – What are earthquakes, and 

how do they occur? 

LA – To understand what earthquakes are and how they 
occur. 
MA – To understand and explain what 
earthquakes are and how they occur. 
HA – To understand and explain what earthquakes 
are and how they occur. To demonstrate an 
understanding of how physical geography might 
affect a region. 

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography, including earthquakes. 

Lesson 7 – What are volcanoes, and how 

do they occur? 

LA – To understand what volcanoes are and how they 
occur. 
MA – To understand and explain what volcanoes are and 
how they occur. 
HA – To understand and explain what volcanoes are and 
how they occur. To demonstrate an understanding of 
how the physical geography might affect a region.  

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography, including volcanoes. 
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Lesson 8 – What are the key physical 

features of Campania, Italy and how do 

they compare to my region? 

LA – Locate and identify key physical features of 
Campania. Label them on a blank, coloured relief map 
using the given labels. 
MA – Use a simple map or an atlas to name, locate and 
identify key physical features of Campania. Mark them 
onto a blank, coloured relief map. 
HA – Use a simple map or an atlas to name, locate and 
identify key physical features of Campania. Mark and 
label them on a blank map and colour the features of 
the area. 

Pupils should be taught to understand geographical 
similarities and differences through the study of physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom and a region 
in a European country. 

 

Lesson 9 – What are the key settlements 

in Campania, Italy and how do they 

compare to my region? 

LA – Name, categorise and locate a settlement in 
Campania, Italy and one in their own region in England. 
Give a simple description of the features of these 
settlements. 
MA – Name and locate a settlement in Campania, Italy 
and one in their own region, in England, and give their 
populations. Give a more detailed description of the 
features of these settlements, including landmarks. 
HA – Name and locate (using a sketch map) a settlement 
in Campania, Italy and one in their own region, in England, 
and give their populations. Give a detailed description of 
the features of these settlements, including landmarks 
and other features that may attract visitors. 

Pupils should be taught to understand geographical 
similarities and differences through the study of human 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom and a region 
in a European country. 

Lesson 10 – How is the land used in 

Campania, Italy, what are the economic 

activities and how do they compare to 

my region? 

LA – Name and categorise the main land use types in 
Campania, Italy and their region in England. Name three 
key economic activities in Campania. 
MA – Name and categorise the main land use types in 
Campania, Italy and their region in England. Make 
comparisons between the two regions. Begin to 
understand how the tectonic movement has influenced 
economic activity in Campania. 
HA – Name and categorise the main land use types in 
Campania, Italy and their region in England. Make 
comparisons between the two regions, giving reasons for 
the differences. Explain how the tectonic movement has 
influenced economic activity in Campania.  

Pupils should be taught to understand geographical 
similarities and differences through the study of human 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom and a region 
in a European country. 
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Lesson 11 – What are the similarities 

and differences between my region and 

Campania, Italy? 

LA – Give information about the key geographical 
features of my region and show an understanding that 
other areas in the world are different. 
MA – Give information about the key geographical 
features of my region and those of Campania, 
explaining some similarities and 
differences. 
HA – I can identify key geographical features of my 
region. I understand that there are similarities and 
differences in geographical features between my 
region and other European regions. 

Pupils should be taught to understand geographical 
similarities and differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom 
and a region in a European country. 
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Year 4 Weather and Climate (fieldwork)    

Lesson 1 – What is the difference 

between weather and climate? 

LA – With support, children to describe the weather and 
climate and name the climate zones. Children to be able 
to explain why predicting weather is important. 
MA – Children to define weather and climate and their 
differences. Children to name and locate the climate 
zones. Children to explain why the equator is hot. 
Children to be able to explain why predicting weather is 
important. 
HA – Children to define weather and climate and their 
differences. Children to name and locate the climate 
zones and some countries that can be found in each 
one. Children to explain why the equator is hot. Children 
are to be able to explain why predicting weather is 
important and give an example. 

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography, climate zones. 

• Weather 
• Climate 
• Climate Zones 
• Meteorologist 
• Temperature 
• Mild 
• Temperate 
• Equator 
• Poles 
• Anemometer 
• Data 
• Fieldwork 
• Meteorologist 
• Okta 
• Precipitation 
• Rain Gauge 
• Thermometer 
• Weather Vane 
• Observe 
• Investigate 
• Collaborate 
• Monitor 
• Record 
• Table 
• Axes 
• Bar Chart 
• Key 
• Line Graph 
• Pictogram 
• Reflect 
• Evaluate 
• Analyse 

Lesson 2 – How can we collect 

weather data? 

LA – With support, children demonstrate how the 
weather is measured. 
MA – Children demonstrate an understanding of how to 
measure precipitation, cloud, wind and temperature 
across a week. 
HA – Children demonstrate an understanding of how to 
measure precipitation, cloud, wind and temperature 
across a week. Children are to make decisions about the 
type of data they will collect. 

Pupils should be taught to use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the physical features in the 
local area using a range of methods. 

Lesson 3 – How can we collect and 

record weather data? 

LA – With support, children can make predictions based 
on average climates. Children are to read the instruments 
and record their findings. 
MA – Children are to make predictions based on average 
climates. Children are to read the instruments and record 
their findings. 
HA – Children are to make predictions based on average 
climates and other relevant information and explain 
their reasoning clearly. Children are to read instruments 
and record their findings, suggesting ways to ensure 
accurate measurements and recordings. 

Pupils should be taught to use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the physical features in the 
local area using a range of methods. 
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Lesson 4 – How can we present 

weather data? 

HA – With support, present their fieldwork data on a pre-
prepared table, pictogram, bar charts and line graphs. 
HA – Children present their fieldwork data on tables, 
pictograms, bar charts and line graphs. They label the 
charts correctly, including titles and a key. 
HA – The children are to present their fieldwork data on a 
table, pictogram, bar charts, and line graphs. They label 
the charts correctly and create a key using their own 
symbols. They also suggest alternative ways to present 
data. 

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography, including the water cycle. 

 

Lesson 5 – How can we analyse our 

weather data and evaluate our 

fieldwork? 

LA – The children are to present their fieldwork data on a 
table, pictogram, bar charts, and line graphs. They label 
the charts correctly and create a key using their own 
symbols. They also suggest alternative ways to present 
data. 
MA – To be able to interpret and analyse their fieldwork 
data. To compare different data sets to make 
connections. To be able to evaluate their fieldwork and 
suggest some improvements. Be able to comment on 
whether the weather was expected or unexpected 
according to their original prediction. 
HA – To interpret and analyse their fieldwork data. To 
compare different data sets to make connections and 
observe trends to make predictions. To evaluate their 
fieldwork and suggest improvements. Be able to 
comment on whether the weather was expected or 
unexpected according to their original prediction and 
explain their response. 

Pupils should be taught to use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the physical features in the 
local area using a range of methods. 
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Unit Objective NC Link Key Vocabulary 

Year 5 Earthquakes, Mountains and Volcanoes     

Lesson 1 – What is the structure of a 

volcano? 

LA- To begin to demonstrate understanding about the 
Earth and its layers.  To begin to be able to label the 
layers and identify the tectonic plates 
MA- To be able to demonstrate understanding about 
the Earth and its layers.  To be able to label the layers 
and identify the tectonic plates 
HA- To be able to confidently demonstrate 
understanding about the Earth and its layers.  To 
confidently label the layers and identify the tectonic 
plates. 

describe and understand key aspects of: physical 
geography, including: volcanoes 

Tectonic plates 
Magma 
Mantle 
Lava 
Eruption 
Crater 
Crust 
Core 
Dormant 
Extinct 
Fold Mountains 
Mountain Range 
Epicentre 
Richter Scale 
 
 

 

Lesson 2 – What are the 

different types of volcanoes? 

LA- To begin to demonstrate understanding about 
different types of volcanoes   
MA- To be able to demonstrate understanding about 
different types of volcanoes 
HA- To be able to confidently demonstrate understanding 
about different types of volcanoes 

describe and understand key aspects of: physical 
geography, including: volcanoes  

Lesson 3 - What are the largest 

volcanoes around the world? 

LA- To begin to name some of the largest volcanoes 
around the world 
MA- To be able to name most of the largest volcanoes 
around the world 
HA- To be able to name all of the largest volcanoes 
around the world 

describe and understand key aspects of: physical 
geography, including:  volcanoes 

Lesson 4 - How are mountains 

made? 

LA- To begin to demonstrate understanding about how 
mountains are made 
MA- To be able to demonstrate understanding about 
how mountains are made 
HA- To be able to confidently demonstrate 
understanding about how mountains are made 

describe and understand key aspects of:  physical 
geography, including: mountains 

Lesson 5 – Where are the largest 

mountains around the world? 

LA- To begin to locate some of the largest mountains 
around the world 
MA- To be able to locate most of the largest mountains 
in the world 
HA- To be able to locate all of the largest mountains in 
the world 

 
describe and understand key aspects of:  physical    
geography, including: mountains 
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Lesson 6 – How do earthquakes 

occur? 

LA- To begin to demonstrate understanding about how 
earthquakes occur 
MA- To be able to demonstrate understanding about 
how earthquakes occur 
HA- To be able to confidently demonstrate 
understanding how earthquakes occur 

describe and understand key aspects of: physical 
geography, including: earthquakes 

Lesson 7 – How are earthquakes 

measured? 

LA- To begin to demonstrate understanding how 
earthquakes are measured 
MA- To be able to demonstrate understanding about 
how earthquakes are measured 
HA- To be able to confidently demonstrate 
understanding about how earthquakes are measured 

describe and understand key aspects of: physical 
geography, including: earthquakes 
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Unit Objective NC Link Key Vocabulary 

Year 5 Biomes and Ecosystems (fieldwork)    

Lesson 1 – What biomes and 

ecosystems are found in the 

UK? 

LA – I can name and describe ecosystems found in the UK. 
MA – I can name and describe the geography of the UK, including the 
biome, ecosystems and vegetation belt. 
HA – I can name and describe the geography of the UK, including the 
biome, ecosystems and vegetation belt using geographical language. 

Pupils should be taught to identify the position and 
significance of latitude, longitude, equator, northern 
hemisphere, southern hemisphere, the tropics of Cancer 
and Capricorn and the Arctic and Antarctic Circle. 
Pupils should be taught to describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography, including: biomes and 
vegetation belts. Ecosystem 

Biomes 
Climate 
Vegetation Belt 
Temperate 
Tropic of Cancer 
Tropic of Capricorn 
Longitude 
Latitude 
Species 
Native 
Precipitation 
Habitat 
Fieldwork 
Compass 
Quantitative 
Qualitative 
Grid References 
Northings 
Eastings 
 
 

Lesson 2 – What can I learn 

about ecosystems by studying 

the New Forest? 

LA – I can name some of the ecosystems that can be found in the New 
Forest. I can name and describe animals native to the New Forest. 
MA – I can name many of the ecosystems that can be found in the New 
Forest. I can name and describe mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, 
fish and invertebrates native to the New Forest. 
HA – I can name most of the ecosystems that can be found in the New 
Forest and suggest some animals that could be found in several of 
them. I can name and describe mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, 
fish and invertebrates native to the New Forest. 

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand key 
aspects of physical geography, including biomes. 

Lesson 3 – How can I use six-

figure grid references? 

LA – I can use compass directions. I can use six-figure grid 
references with some support. 
MA – I can use compass directions. I can use six-figure grid 
references. 

HA – I can use compass directions. I can use 
six-figure grid references confidently. I can interpret maps which use 
six-figure grid references. 

Pupils should be taught to use the eight points of a compass, 
four and six-figure grid references symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world. 

Lesson 4 – What data can I 

collect from my local woodland 

ecosystem? 

LA – I can observe, measure and record when conducting fieldwork with 
support. 
MA – I can name the types of data collection. I can independently 
observe, measure and record when conducting fieldwork. 
HA – I can name the types of data collection. I can independently 
observe, measure and record when conducting fieldwork. I can create 
an accurate map of the area being studied. 

Pupils should be taught to use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of methods, including 
plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

Lesson 5 – How can I present 

the data collected from my 

local ecosystem? 

LA – I can create a bar chart and pictogram from my data with some 
support. I can make some suggestions of what I learnt from my 
fieldwork. 
MA – I can create a bar chart and pictogram from my data. I can 
analyse my data and state what I learnt. I can make some evaluation 
points about my fieldwork. 
HA – I can create a bar chart and pictogram from my data. I can 
analyse my data and state what I learnt. I can make some evaluation 
points about my fieldwork. I can create a presentation displaying my 
data.  

Pupils should be taught to use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using a range of methods including 
plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

http://www.grammarsaurus.co.uk/


 

 

LHS Geography Unit Coverage and National Curriculum Links 

www.LHS.co.uk 

LHS Geography Unit Coverage and National Curriculum Links 

 
 

Unit Objective NC Link Key Vocabulary 

Year 6 Digimap Localities    

Lesson 1 – How can I use grid 

references to locate key geographical 

features of my locality? 

LA – To use four and six-figure grid references to describe 
and locate key geographical features. I can use a key and 
map symbols to identify key geographical features. 
MA – To use four and six-figure grid references to locate 
key geographical features. To understand the difference 
between four and six-figure grid references. I can use a 
key and map symbols to identify key geographical 
features. 
HA – To use four and six-figure grid references to 
describe and locate key geographical features. To 
understand the difference between four and 
six-figure grid references. I can use a key and map 
symbols to identify key geographical features. 

Pupils should be taught to use four and six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key (including the use of 
Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom. 

 
• abstract geographical features,  
• artificial geographical features,  
• brownfield,  
• annotation, 
• cardinal directions, 
• commercial, compass,  
• coordinates,  
• grid code,  
• grid reference, 
• industrial,  
• infrastructure,  
• key,  
• land use,  
• map symbols,  
• National Grid, natural 

geographical 
• features,  
• open space,  
• Ordnance Survey,  
• Ordnance Survey map, 
•  recreational,  
• residential, 
• scale, 
•  transport,  
• urban,  
• visitor/tourist attraction, 

Lesson 2 – How can I measure the 

distance between local physical 

and human geographical features? 

LA – To understand what scale is. To locate and measure 
distances between key geographical features. 
MA – To understand what scale is. To locate and measure 
distances between key geographical features. 
HA – To understand why scale is helpful. To 
understand how to use scale. To locate and 
measure distances between key geographical 
features.  

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand key 
aspects of human and physical geography. 
Pupils should be taught to use the eight points of a compass 
to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom. 

Lesson 3 – How has my locality 

changed over time? 

LA – To understand how places change over time. To use 
Digimap for Schools to explore historical maps and 
compare them to modern maps. 
MA – To use Digimap for Schools to explore historical 
maps and compare them to modern maps. To 
understand that human processes impact places. 
HA – To use Digimap for Schools to explore historical 
maps and compare them to modern maps. To 
understand that human processes impact places and land 
use. To interpret changes in maps according to human 
context. 

Pupils should be taught to describe land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over 
time. 

 
 

http://www.grammarsaurus.co.uk/


 

 

LHS Geography Unit Coverage and National Curriculum Links 

Unit Objective NC Link Key Vocabulary 

Year 6 My Region and the Western United 
States 

   

Lesson 1 – What are the key features 

of the UK and my region? (recap) 

LA – Identify some key geographical features found 
in the UK and my region. 
MA – Identify and show the location of some key 
geographical features found in the UK and my region. 
HA – Identify and show the location of key 
geographical features and landmarks in the UK and 
my region. 

Pupils should be taught to name and locate 
geographical regions and their identifying human and 
physical characteristics, key topographical features 
(including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-
use patterns. 

Human features 
Landform 
Landmark 

Physical Feature 
Rural 

Settlement 
Urban 

Topogrpahy 

Lesson 2 – What is the Geography of 

the North American Continent? 

LA – Identify three similarities and differences 
between Canada, USA and Mexico and use key 
vocabulary in my answer. 
MA – Identify five similarities and differences 
between Canada, USA and Mexico and use key 
vocabulary in my answer. 
 HA – Identify five similarities and differences 
between Canada, USA and Mexico and share my 
ideas in a coherent comparison paragraph using 
key vocabulary in my answer. 

Pupils should be taught to locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Europe and North and South 
America 

Biomes 
Continent 
Climate 
Tundra 
Terrain 

Biodiverse 

Lesson 3 – What is the USA? 

LA – To name the four regions of the USA.  To name 
some states of the USA.  To recall some physical 
and human geographical features of a region in the 
USA. 
MA –To name the four regions of the USA.  To 
name a few states within each region.  To recall 
some physical and human geographical features of 
a region in the USA. 
 HA – To name the four regions of the USA.  To 
name a few states within each region and all the 
states of a chosen region.  To recall some physical 
and human geographical features of a region in the 
USA. 

Pupils should be taught to locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Europe, North and South 
America, concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities 

Region 
State 

Capital City 
Wealthy 

 Landmark 



 

 

Lesson 4 – What is the main economic 

activity of the states in the Western 

United States? 

LA – To explain the main economic activity in some 
states in the Western United States 
MA –To explain the main economic activity in 
different states in the Western United States and 
give simple examples.  To begin to make 
comparisons between the economic activity of 
different states. 
 HA – To explain the main economic activity in 
different states in the Western United States and 
give simple examples.  To compare the economic 
activity of different states in the Western United 
States. 

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand 
key aspects of human geography, including economic 
activity. 

Economy 
Economic Activity 

Manufacturing 
Industry 

Gross Domestic Product 
Raw Materials 

Resources 
Extraction 

Mining and Quarrying 
Real Estate 

Lesson 5 – What is the water cycle? 

LA – Begin to identify the stages of the water cycle.  
Begin to identify whether a process is an 
evaporation or condensation.  Begin to discuss 
some of the pros and cons of precipitation.  Begin 
to list some ways in which the water cycle affects 
us. 
MA –To be able to identify the stages of the water 
cycle and explain what they are.  Be able to identify 
whether a process is an evaporation or 
condensation and explain how we know.  Be able 
to discuss some of the pros and cons of 
precipitation.  Be able to list most of the ways in 
which the water cycle affects us. 
 HA – To be able to accurately and confidently 
identify the stages of the water cycle and explain 
what they are.  Be able to accurately and confidently 
identify whether a process is evaporation or 
condensation and explain how we know by 
explaining both of these processes.  Be able to 
accurately and confidently list all the ways the water 
cycle affects us. 

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand 
key aspects of physical geography, including the water 
cycle. 

Accumulation 
Condensation 
Evaporation 

Infiltrate 
Ocean 

Precipitation 
River 

Run-Off 
Transpiration 
Water Cycle 

Water Vapour 

Lesson 6 – What are rivers? 

LA – To explain what a river is.  To know the physical 
features of a river.  To compare a river in the 
Western United States to a river in their region.  
MA –To explain what a river is.  To know the 
physical features of a river in their region. 
HA – To explain what a river is.  To know the 
physical features of a river in their region.  To 
understand why rivers are important to people and 
how they are used. 

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand 
key aspects of physical geography, including rivers. 

Channel 
Confluence 

Dam 
Delta 

Estuary 
Interlocking Spurs 

Levee 



 

 

Meander 
Mouth 

Oxbow Lake 
Reservoir 

Source 
Tributary 

Valley 

Lesson 7 – What are mountains? 

LA – To explain what a mountain is.  To know the 
physical features of a mountain.  To compare a 
mountain in the Western United States to a 
mountain in their region. 
MA –To explain what a mountain is.  To know the 
physical features of a mountain.  To compare a 
mountain in the Western United States to a 
mountain in their region. 
HA – To explain what a mountain is.  To know the 
physical features of a mountain.  To compare a 
mountain in the Western United States to a 
mountain in their region.  To demonstrate an 
understanding of the climate and the part 
mountains play in the water cycle. 

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand 
key aspects of physical geography, including 
mountains. 

Erosion 
Lava 

Mineral 
Mountains 

Plateau 
Peak 

Physical Process 
Summit 

Tectonic Plates 
Volcano 

Lesson 8– What are the biomes and 

climate zones of the Western United 

States? 

LA – Begin to list some of the states of the Western 
United States and the divisions within it.  Begin to 
explain some of the climate zones and their 
conditions.  Begin to explain some of the biomes 
and their wildlife. 
MA –To be able to list most of the states of the 
Western United States and the divisions within it. 
Begin to explain most of the climate zones and their 
conditions.  Be able to explain most of the biomes 
and their wildlife. 
HA – To be able to accurately and confidently list all 
of the states of the Western United States and the 
divisions within it.  Be able to accurately and 
confidently explain the climate zones and their 
conditions.  Be able to accurately and confidently 
explain the biomes and their wildlife. 

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand 
key aspects of physical geography, including climate 
zones and biomes. 

Climate 
Climate Zone 

State 
Weather 

Ecologically Diverse 
Mild 

Moderate 



 

 

LHS Geography Unit Coverage and National Curriculum Links 

Lesson 10 – What are the volcanoes and 
earthquake zones of the Western United 
States? 

LA – Begin to explain the formation of volcanoes and 
some of their locations in the Western United States.  
Begin to explain what earthquake zones are and some of 
their locations in the Western United States.  Begin to 
understand how we can use the locations of volcanoes 
and earthquake zones for the future of our planet. 
MA – Be able to explain the formation of volcanoes and 
most of their locations in the Western United States.  Be 
able to explain what earthquakes zones are and most of 
their locations in the Western United States.  Be able to 
understand how we can use the locations of volcanoes 
and earthquake zones for the future of our planet. 
HA – Be able to confidently explain the formation of 
volcanoes and all of their locations in the Western United 
States.  Be able to confidently explain what earthquake 
zones are and all of their locations in the Western United 
States.  Be able to confidently explain how we can use the 
locations of volcanoes and earthquake zones for the 
future of our planet.  

Pupils should be taught to describe and 
understand key aspects of physical geography, 
including volcanoes and earthquakes. 

Aerial Photograph 
Mineral 

Lesson 11 – What are the key 

settlements in the Western United 

States and how do they compare to my 

region? 

LA – Locate and identify key settlements in the Western 
United States. 
MA – Locate and identify key settlements in the Western 
United States, showing an understanding of the 
difference between capital cities and other large cities. 
HA – Locate and identify key settlements in the Western 
United States, showing an understanding of proximity to 
other countries in North America.  

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand key 
aspects of human geography, including: types of 
settlement and land use. 

City 
Metropolis 

Conurbation 
Megacity 

Population 
Population Density 

Census 
MetroploCity 

 

Lesson 9 – What are the vegetation 

belts of the Western United States? 

LA – Begin to explain what a vegetation belt is. Begin to 
explain some of the vegetation belts of the Western 
United States and their vegetation. Begin to understand 
what we can learn from vegetation belts. 
MA – Be able to explain what a vegetation belt is. Be able 
to explain most of the vegetation belts of the Western 
United States and their vegetation. Be able to explain 
what we can learn from vegetation belts. 
HA – Be able to explain what a vegetation belt is. Be 
able to confidently explain all of the vegetation belts 
of the Western United States and their vegetation. 
Be able to explain what we can learn from 
vegetation belts confidently. 

Pupils should be taught to describe and understand 
key aspects of physical geography, including vegetation 
belts. 

Vegetation Belt 
 



 

 

LHS Geography Unit Coverage and National Curriculum Links 

Lesson 12 – What are the similarities 

and differences between my region 

and the Western United States? 

LA – Use simple data to present information about my 
region’s chosen geographical features and a state in the 
Western United States and explain some similarities and 
differences 
MA – Use data to preset information about various 
geographical features of my region and some states in 
the Western United States and explain similarities and 
differences. 
HA – Use a wide range of data to present information 
about various geographical features of my region and 
some states of Western United States, explaining key 
similarities and differences and giving reasons for these. 

Pupils should be taught geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom and a 
region within North or South America 

 



 

 

 


