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Colin the duck supporting Team GB - what will he be wearing when the children go
back to school in September?
Photo kindly supplied by Glenda Tress
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SERVICES AT ST MARGARET’S

8 September 2024 - 10am, Family Worship
15 September 2024 - 10am, Communion

22 September 2024 - 10am, Family Worship
29 September 2024 - 10am, Communion

Also there is always a Sunday online service at 10.30am on The Six
YouTube which can be accessed at: https://bit.ly/3JykJ8W

ALTAR FLOWER ROTA

1 September 2024 - Liz

8 September 2024 - Yvonne
15 September 2024 - Georgina
22 September 2024 - Helen

29 September 2024 - Gillian

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
Dear Friends,

| am writing this at the beginning of August as the Olympic Games are
being played out — and | am struck, as always, at the exceptionally high
level of ambition, commitment, determination, and sacrifice that is made
— and required - by each of the competitors. There is such a hunger to
do the best and to be the best — even to surpass the best. | do wonder
what drives people to such amazing lengths - what defeats,
disappointments, hardships and injuries are endured along the way -
and | wonder what encouragement and support is needed to sustain the
effort and the vision. | have to say that | have been delighted to see how
those participating will congratulate — and commiserate - with each other
— despite the intensity of their competitiveness.

Of course most of us are never going to become Olympians. Our life
triumphs may seem very humble and ordinary in comparison. But we
will each have our own hopes and dreams. And we will each have a
variety of gifts and strengths that will shape us and give us purpose.
Often our gifts and strengths are to be used in conjunction with the
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people we find ourselves living and working alongside — who will have
their own gifts and strengths that will complement ours. We do need
each other. And we so need people around us who offer
encouragement and loving care and who keep things in perspective for
us as we journey through life.

| am also very aware as | write - for the September magazine — that we
are in the month that heralds the end of the summer holidays and the
start of the new academic year. Children and young people will be
starting or returning to education - and school and college staff will be
starting or returning to work. It is often a time of adjustment — getting
used to new routines, tasks and timetables - and of settling in,
particularly with new students and teachers. It can be an anxious time
for some, an exciting time for others. But maybe it can also be a time of
exploration and opportunity — a time for discovering those personal gifts
and strengths (and weaknesses) and of finding out how these might fit in
with the gifts and strengths (and weaknesses) of others. It can certainly
be a time of learning how to work together — to be patient and tolerant
and understanding of each other. It can be a time of building up each
community into something good.

As | started writing | was reminded of the verse from the bible that says,
“Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us” (Hebrews
12.1b). The author means the race — or perhaps the pathway - that is
our Christian journey — the one that God has called us to. It is the race
of our life - and we are told to stay focused on Jesus — and to be like
Jesus. So as we travel we need to use our God-given gifts and
strengths and we need to remain alert to the others that we “run”
alongside — relying on them for encouragement and support just as we,
in turn, give loving care back to them.

| hope that you will enjoy all the opportunities that come your way.

With every blessing
Lis Willmet, Lay Reader
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FRIENDS OF KENT CHURCHES ANNUAL RIDE AND STRIDE -
SUNDAY 14 SEPTEMBER, 10AM TO 6PM

This year marks the 75th Anniversary of The Friends of Kent Churches,
a charity which exists purely to give financial support to all churches in
Kent to preserve these buildings for future generations. In the 75 years
over £10million has been raised. ALL the money raised from the Annual
Ride and Stride is given back to the churches of Kent - 50% of your
sponsorship is given directly to the church of your choice and 50% goes
into the county pot to help large projects such as the tower at St Mary's,
Upchurch.

It is a simple but effective event. The idea is you seek sponsorship for
the number of churches you can visit on the day.

There are literally hundreds of churches open to welcome you, sign your
form and offer you sustenance. You can cycle, walk, ride a horse or
drive your classic car!! A great route is the round trip between all six
churches within our Benefice.

Volunteers can also be sponsored for church sitting - this entails
welcoming visitors and offering refreshments - provided by St
Margaret's. Sponsorship for this is for how many hours you would like to
offer on the day, the maximum being 8 hours.

Why not make this year the year to get involved!? For more details and
sponsorship forms call Liz 842272.

RUMMIKUB GROUP - 1ST THURSDAY EACH MONTH

A small Rummikub group meets ONCE a MONTH at Emily Bartlett’s
house, 1pm-3pm on the 1st THURSDAY of the month - the next session
will be on Thursday 5 September 2024. Beginners are welcome as two
people can teach you. For more information call 841139.

MOBILE LIBRARY

The mobile library stops outside the Memorial Hall fortnightly from
1.50pm to 2.30pm. The next dates are Thursdays 5 and 19 September
2024
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FRIENDS OF THE BRICKFIELDS

From Judy Telford:

There will be no organised work party in September - giving you all a
break before the hard work of winter starts! If you take a walk on the
Brickie please take secateurs with you and cut back any bramble, etc.,
that's hanging over the path. That would be a big help, thanks.

As always, the reed bed will be cut in early October and we would love
lots of help clearing it - more on this in the next newsletter.

Information and updates are available on the Facebook page - Friends
of the Lower Halstow Brickfields. To get in touch email
friendsofthebrickfields@gmail.com or ring 07486 530068

THE TUESDAY SOCIAL
Tuesday 24 September 2024
7.30pm

Join us for an insight into the Hulked, Soundwalk Project
Presented by Anna Brathwaite

All welcome Memorial Hall, School Lane, Lower Halstow, ME9 7ES £4
entry Refreshments Raffle

For more information call Liz 07730893747

HULKED SOUNDWALK - OPEN DAY, SATURDAY, 28 SEPTEMBER
2024, 10AM TO 4PM

Join the Hulked Team for this open day, experience the soundwalk, meet
the artists etc. Head to the dock and the Edith May sailing barge to join
in the fun.
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THE VILLAGE BEACON AT THE BRICKFIELDS

From Steve Gates:

As you may be aware the post top caught fire after the D-Day 80
commemorations. The Beacon Basket has been removed (thanks
Shoun Bearup) for safety and minor modification, and the post will be
lowered slightly, before the Beacon is reinstated to mark VE80 in May
2025.

., FRIENDS .
% LDWER HALSTUW
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FRIENDS OF LOWER HALSTOW SCHOOL

We are delighted to announce there is a new Friends of Lower Halstow
School group! We look forward to working with the local community
throughout the school year to raise funds to support our village school.
Please visit friendsoflhs.org.uk for up-to-date information.

SCARECROW TRAIL 2024

The Scarecrow Trail is back for 2024! It will run from 3pm on Thurs 24
Oct until 4pm on Sun 3 Nov, and the theme this year is 'Animals; fact or
fiction'! Please visit friendsoflhs.org.uk for more information and to
register.

LOWER HALSTOW PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council meet in the Memorial Hall, School Lane at 7pm on
the first Tuesday of the month.

Lower Halstow Village News
September 2024 Page 6 of 12



CHANGES TO THE VILLAGE NEWS - SEPTEMBER 2024
To reduce the cost of printing the Village News and the time that it
takes the very lovely Paul to do that printing as an unpaid volunteer
some changes have been made to this Village News. Please keep

the pull out “Keep me safe - contact numbers and village information”.
This will probably be printed twice a year, with any other changes
being highlighted in the Village News.
Thank you

THE HISTORY OF UPCHURCH TALK - ST MARY’S CHURCH,
UPCHURCH, SATURDAY, 21 SEPTEMBER 2024, 7PM

Atalk at St Mary’s, Upchurch - tickets £5 on the door, children free. All
proceeds will be for the Bell Tower Restoration Fund.

THANK YOU TO THE PARISH COUNCIL

From Rob Smith:

Walking around the Village | noticed how smart the Village greens (Next
to the Hall) & the Gibbs looked, having had the grass cut & with the new
seating installed.

Both areas look very appealing. Well done the PC for keeping our
Village such a nice place to live!"

ADVERTISING IN THE VILLAGE NEWS
If you would like to advertise in the Village News minimum suggested
donations are - Full page £10 per month, Half page £5 per month,
Quarter page - £2.50 per month. All monies received go towards the
cost of printing the newsletters. Everything else is done free of charge
by volunteers. The PCC reserves the right to exclude adverts if they
appear unsuitableThe deadline for items for the October 2024 Village
News is noon on 12 September 2024.

Please email items for inclusion as early as possible to

ransleyfamily@gmail.com
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YOUR BRAND NEW MORTGAGE BROKERAGE!

With over 20 years combined experience our friendly advisors are
on a mission to offer our clients a seamless end to end process.

How can we help you?

 First Time Buyer Mortgages

e Residential Remortgages
e Home Movers

¢ Buy to Let Mortgages incl Holiday Let, Air B&B, Portfolio Landlords, HMO
e Buy to Let Remortgaging

e Buy to Let Purchases

e Second Charge Mortgages
e Protection*

e Commercial, Bridge And Development Finance*

*Please note these products are not currently offered or advised on directly by Yomo Finance

Ltd but we can refer you to a suitable professional to support with your requirements.

Get in touch with our team today:

01634 949555
info@WeAreYomo.co.uk

Think carefully before securing other debts against your home. Your home or property may
be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.

é You may be charged a fee for mortgage advice. The precise amount will depend on your
circumstances but we estimate it will be £495.

A Some forms of Buy to Let mortgages are not regulated by the FCA

Yomo Finance Limited is an appointed representative of The Right Mortgage Ltd which is
authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Registered in the United
Kingdom no.08130498. Registered Address: 70 St. Johns Close, Knowle, Solihull, West
Midlands, B93 ONH
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At Aurora race, we specialise in creating beautiful bespoke jewellery

for all occasions. Whether you're looking for simple everyday studs,

pendants and bracelets, to one-of-a-kind wedding rings, or wanting
something designed and made for you, we can really do it all.

With an extensive range of diamond shapes, sizes and ring settings
to choose from, we can create the perfect engagement ring for a
loved one. From initial discussions in your own home, to CAD design,
to a perfect finish. Aurora Grace will be there throughout the entire
process, ensuring that love, precision and care goes into every detail.

With over 100 items readily available to wear, we have an extensive
range available on our website, suiting all tastes and budgets.

With over 10 years experience in London’s Hatton Garden jewellery
quarter, Aurora Grace can guarantee the best quality, prices and
service, Including repairs, alterations, re-sizing, valuations for
iInsurance purposes, and general jewellery maintenance.

contact@auroragracefinejewellery.co.uk | 020 3603 3620 | 07858 166198

@auroragrace finejewellery 1 /auroragracefinejewellery ¥ AuroraGraceFineJewellery
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Experienced Financial Adviser offering Pension and Investment planning.
Michael van der Straaten

Chartered Financial Planner

Edenwood Wealth Management
19The Street, Lower Halstow

Contact me on 07824 3923420r
Email: edenwood@sjpp.co.uk

Website: www.edenwoodwealth.com

SJP Approved 21/02/2024
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Reductions ® Pruning

Felling & Dismantling
07501 831 471 s
DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED
J&S TREE

TR
FORALL YOUR TREE & HEDGES NEEDS

Professional Tree & hedge Service
That Is Safe, Efficient & Affordable
Friendly & Honest Approach
Competitive Rates, Fully Insured
We Guarantee Your'Satisfaction
Trusted To Provide The Best Possible Service
For Free Estimate And Advice Call Jack

jstreecare0l@gmail.com
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Joe Robinson

Painting and decorating, uPVC
spraying and more, please
contact us for more info.

07713 464218

JR_Coatingsehotmail.com

Facebook and Instagram :
Jr Coatings

BC WINDOW CLEANING LTD

Based in Upchurch
WINDOW CLEANING
GUTTER CLEANING

CONSERVATORY CLEANING
FASCIAAND SOFFIT CLEANING
DRIVE/PATIO CLEANING
HOUSE ROOF DE-MOSSING

07738834782 - 01634 926911

Info@bcwindowcleaning.co.Uk

Www.bcwindowcleaning.co.uk
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UNIQUELY YOURS FLOWERS AND MORE

A village based flower arranging business offering
flowers and crafts for all occasions, tailored to meet your needs.

No job too small. Find me on Facebook or at https://
www.uniquelyyoursflowers.co.uk or call Liz on 07730 893747

PDA Engraving
Laser engraved unique and personalised designs from

/_ ? custom coasters and keyrings to intricate artwork.
Our state-of-the-art laser engraving technology allows
>6 you to bring your imagination to life.

We can engrave, cut and score onto many materials -
wood, glass, acrylic and most metals,
P D A Ideal gifts for all occasions - Mother's Day, Father's
: . Day, Weddings, Birthdays, Christmas, Easter,
8“9“‘“‘”9 Valentine's Day. Wall art, Pet tags, Door/Wall signs -
, - thelist goes on and on.
07540243845 You think it we will create it, all made to order.
Find us on Facebook Find us on Facebook or contact 07540 243845

Fully insured.Dry/Wet Cut £10-£15.
Blowdry/Set £13-£16. Cut and Set £15-£17
Colours/Perms £25-£35
Foils, complex colours or perms - price on consultation
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