
 

Our fabulous village pub - looking great, freshly painted and with new 
sign writing 

Compiled, edited and published for the village on behalf of  
St Margaret’s Church 

Lower Halstow Village News 

August 2024 Page  of 1 24

LOWER HALSTOW  
VILLAGE NEWS 
AUGUST 2024 



SERVICES AT ST MARGARET’S  
4 August  2024  - 8am, Communion, Rev Amanda Lane 
11 August 2024 - 10am, Morning Worship, Rev Amanda Lane 
18 August 2024 - 10am, Family Communion, Rev Jacky Davis 
25 August 2024 - 10am, Fellowship 
Also there is always a Sunday online service at 10.30am on The Six 
YouTube which can be accessed at: https://bit.ly/3JykJ8W 

ALTAR FLOWER ROTA 
4 August 2024   - Helen 
11 August 2024 - Gillian  
18 August 2024 - Lynne  
25 August 2024 - Liz  

ST MARGARET’S CHURCH CRAFT MORNING - FRIDAY 23 AUGUST 
2024 10AM TO 12 NOON 
From Hilary Gates: 

There will be crafts for all ages 
and refreshments provided. A lot of the crafts are made using  
recycled items. All welcome. Donations gratefully received. 

COMMUNITY PRAISE SATURDAY 3 AUGUST  2024, 4.00-5.30 pm 
From Jackie Swift: 
RCCG Prince of Peace, (who worship in the Memorial Hall every 
Sunday) have invited St. Margaret’s Church to join them for a very 
exciting afternoon on the Green (next to the Memorial Hall)  The Pastor 
and his team are organising a very fun afternoon.  (Please see more 
information on page 7) 

St Margaret’s team will be helping at this enjoyable event, with craft 
activities and refreshments.  As you will see there will be a time of 
reflection and prayer from both our worshiping Leaders.  

Everyone is invited. 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Dear friends 
Rubbish – bins – litter. Three words guaranteed to get us going! 
Hopefully, by the time you read this, the challenges there have been with 
the new waste contractor will be ironed out, and we will be able to put 
our bins out week by week without too much thought of what’s involved. 
But the reality is, we produce huge quantities of rubbish, and it needs to 
be dealt with somehow. No-one can fail to have noticed how much 
accumulates when the collections aren’t working out as they did in the 
early days of the new contract locally. 

I’m sure I’m not the only one saddened by the amount of litter along our 
roadsides, and I find myself wondering how there are those who seem 
not to have worked out that rubbish doesn’t cease to exist once it’s 
chucked out of the car window. It’s unsightly, and frequently dangerous 
for wildlife. 

However we dispose of it, we produce mountains of rubbish – some 335 
million tonnes of it annually in the UK. And of course even the rubbish 
we put in our bins has a life beyond the collection. It has to be dealt with, 
and that is costly, both financially and environmentally.  

A couple of years ago, I went to Egypt with my family, and we took the 
train from Cairo to Luxor. It was a fascinating journey, along the Nile 
valley, and the train line follows the Ibrahimiya Canal, built in the 19th 
century to aid with irrigation. Along the entire route, the banks of this 
canal were completely covered with rubbish, the result of dumping for 
many years in a country without our infrastructure for dealing with waste. 
It was truly shocking, but a reminder that waste doesn’t just disappear 
when it is disposed of. 

Rubbish in landfill produces carbon dioxide and methane, contributing to 
climate change, along with hazards of polluted land, bad odours and 
pests. Unsurprisingly, no-one wants landfill near their home, but we are 
running out of sites. Incineration is one solution, and the energy 
produced can be harnessed and used, although it also produces 
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harmful, toxic emissions. And of course, we are all keen to recycle as 
much as we can. But even that requires energy and resources.  

But it would be much better if we produced less waste. We readily forget 
that the three Rs of waste are Reduce – Reuse – Recycle. Would it not 
be better to reduce the amount of waste we produce? To use less, to 
avoid those products labelled as ‘disposable’, and buy things to last. We 
can all make an effort to reduce and reuse, thus reducing our own 
impact in the production of waste. 

We are all stewards of this beautiful creation which God has given into 
our care, and we may often feel there is little we can do in the face of so 
much damage. But if we seek to be more responsible as consumers, 
collectively we can make a difference. 

Every blessing 
Rev Amanda 

MOBILITY ITEMS 
From Jackie Swift: 
Under the umbrella of St. Margaret’s, we hold a selection of mobility 
items, which can be borrowed in emergencies. If any one has any items 
they wish to donate for “lending out” our very kind gentleman Mr Tony 
Clark, will collect and deliver. Tony’s No. 07977 566097.  Dawn’s No. 
842688.  Jackie’s No. 07840 258665.  Thank you 

FRIENDS OF KENT CHURCHES ANNUAL RIDE AND STRIDE - 
SUNDAY 14 SEPTEMBER, 10AM TO 6PM 
This year marks the 75th Anniversary of The Friends of Kent Churches, 
a charity which exists purely to give financial support to all churches in 
Kent to preserve these buildings for future generations. In the 75 years 
over £10million has been raised. ALL the money raised from the Annual 
Ride and Stride is given back to the churches of Kent - 50% of your 
sponsorship is given directly to the church of your choice and 50% goes 
into the county pot to help large projects such as the tower at St Mary's, 
Upchurch.  
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It is a simple but effective event. The idea is you seek sponsorship for 
the number of churches you can visit on the day.  
There are literally hundreds of churches open to welcome you, sign your 
form and offer you sustenance. You can cycle, walk, ride a horse or 
drive your classic car!! A great route  is the round trip between all six 
churches within our Benefice.  

Volunteers can also be sponsored for church sitting - this entails 
welcoming visitors and offering refreshments - provided by St 
Margaret's. Sponsorship for this is for how many hours you would like to 
offer on the day, the maximum being 8 hours.  
Why not make this year the year to get involved!? For more details and 
sponsorship forms call Liz 842272. 
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CHANGES TO THE VILLAGE NEWS - FROM SEPTEMBER 
2024 

We have been reviewing the cost of printing the Village News and 
the time that it takes the very lovely Paul to do that printing as an 
unpaid volunteer. The length of the Village News depends of how 
many items we are sent etc. but from September onwards we are 
going to endeavour to limit the number of pages to a maximum of 
20, unless there are exceptional circumstances. To help us 
achieve that we will be making some changes. This will include 
printing the Contacts section, and other regular information, as a 
separate pull out section for you to keep. This will probably be 
printed twice a year, with any other changes being highlighted in 
the Village News.  

Thank you for understanding the need for us to make these 
changes.  

We are very grateful to all our advertisers who make donations to 
the Church funds to help with the printing costs. If anyone else 
would like to make a donation that would be wonderful.  
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LOWER HALSTOW MEMORIAL HALL NOVELTY DOG SHOW 2024 
From Kay Howard - Challis; 
An enormous  thank you to everyone who attended our yearly Novelty 
Dog Show. 

Even though it poured with rain the wonderful Village People still turned 
out to support our show. We held it inside the hall, as pre arranged, and 
there was such a great atmosphere, with owners entering their dogs in 
many classes, again thank you all so much. 

The winning Dog was Ralph the Spaniel, who came first in her class, 
and then deservedly, won the best in show. 

A very big thank you to Keith who had a very difficult job in Judging the 
dogs, as he himself said, all the dogs were beautifully turned out. Kerry 
Gardner for Stewarding the show, doing a great job in keeping the dogs 
in their correct classes and making sure all the dogs were looking their 
best. Pat Perret for helping me with the registration, again making sure 
that all the numbers belonging to the correct dogs, and that they were in 
the correct classes The Pop Up Cafe, for making sure everyone had 
cups of tea etc. and providing delicious sausage rolls and cakes. And 
Julia for running so well the Tombola, raising £44.00 for the PDSA, here 
I must thank everyone who kindly donated all the prizes, we had some 
over, so we will be keeping them for next year. Also Kerry and Julia for 
helping with the clearing up, you are both very much appreciated, and 
last, but certainly not forgotten, Tina Portman, as she kindly looked after 
our dog Axel for a good part of the day. 

All in all, even though the rain poured, it was such a happy event, thank 
you all.  

RUMMIKUB GROUP - 1ST THURSDAY EACH MONTH 
A small Rummikub group meets ONCE a MONTH at Emily Bartlett’s 
house, 1pm-3pm on the 1st THURSDAY of the month - the next session 
will be on Thursday 1 August 2024. Beginners are welcome as two 
people can teach you. For more information call 841139. 
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MOBILE LIBRARY 
The mobile library stops outside the Memorial Hall fortnightly from 
1.50pm to 2.30pm. The next dates are Thursdays 8 and 22 August 2024 

FRIENDS OF THE BRICKFIELDS 
From Judy Telford: 
The Brickie is full of flowers at the moment, well worth a walk around if 
you haven’t visited lately.  It’s very pretty. 

Next work party will be on Saturday 10 August at 10am and will be much 
the same as this month’s - path clearing, litter picking and general 
tidying. If you can’t make the 10th please do your bit by taking secateurs 
with you on your walks, trim the brambles back.   The hard work starts in 
the autumn with the reed bed clearing, scheduled for 5 October 2024 
everybody welcome for that one. 

Many thanks for the recent kind words, Karen and I (and Bob) couldn’t 
manage it without our regular volunteers who turn up, work hard and 
are, generally, uncomplaining!  Dave, Gill, Theresa, Tony, Becky, Steve, 
Hilary, Janey and Alan, some of whom also have to put up with me at 
committee meetings, poor souls. Thanks folks.   

New volunteers always very welcome, especially now quite a few of the 
above, including me, are getting old and may not be able to do the hard 
work in a year or three.  

Information and updates are available on the Facebook page - Friends 
of the Lower Halstow Brickfields. To get in touch email 
friendsofthebrickfields@gmail.com or ring 07486 530068 

LOWER HALSTOW WALKERS  
All are welcome. 
Starting at 10am every Monday, including Bank Holidays, from the end 
of Lapwing Drive, by the Brickfields, and usually there will be two walks 
on offer; a brisk 2 hour walk and a one and a half/two hour walk at a 
more moderate pace (the slower walk will have opportunities for an 
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earlier detour if the distance is longer than some walkers can manage). 
Walkers who want to go faster can, but will be asked to wait for the rest 
of the group at suitable points, as currently happens, this way we can be 
inclusive of everyone. A short walk will be available for up to one hour if 
people request it in advance, please contact Margaret on 07964 067915 
to arrange it. 

The first Monday of every month when we walk to the golf club we will 
still have two walks, one taking the shortest route possible, arriving first 
and therefore being served first. Sturdy walking shoes/boots and a 
waterproof jacket are recommended. Please phone Margaret on 843927 
for more information. 

KEEP FIT GROUP 
A friendly group of ladies meet for local walks on Monday evenings, 
outside the Memorial Hall. For more information call Liz on 842272. 

THE THREE TUNS  
August Bank Holiday Beer Festival 
Friday 23 August 2024  - Silent Disco from 8pm 
Saturday 24 August 2024  - Music by Ska Trek from 2pm and 
Generation Show Band from 7.30pm 
Sunday 25 August 2024 - 2pm Loose Change 7.30pm Top Guns 
Monday 26th August 2024 - 2pm The Chillbillies. 

FACEBOOK PAGE FOR GARDENERS 
A friendly group for anyone interested in green-fingered hobbies such as 
gardening, allotments, fruit and veg growing, house plants and flower 
arranging. Everyone welcome including absolute beginners.  
Please search on Facebook for Our Lower Halstow and Upchurch 
Community for Gardeners and Growers.  

FOOD BANK DONATIONS  
Swale Food Bank is supported by the Trussell Trust which provides food 
and toiletries in Swale and surrounding areas. This is run in partnership 
with local churches including St. Margaret’s of Lower Halstow part of 
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"The Six" .The aim is to provide 3 days emergency food and support to 
local people referred to the Food Bank in a crisis.The collection point in 
Lower Halstow is 34 Crouch Hill Court. Please place any food/toiletry 
items in grey box by garage, or if money in an envelope marked "Food 
Bank" into letter box. 
  

THE TUESDAY SOCIAL  
Tuesday 27 August 2024 

7.30pm  
Please do join us for a pleasant evening in 

St Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow 
 with a talk on a potted history of the church and 

the Rev E R Olive 
by Liz Mouland  

All welcome 

Free event       Refreshments      
Contact Liz 842272 

The Tuesday Social is an informal event raising funds 
for St Margaret's Church, Lower Halstow ME9 7PN 

LOWER HALSTOW PARISH COUNCIL  
The Parish Council meet in the Memorial Hall, School Lane at 7pm on 
the first Tuesday of the month. 
Village Allotments - Have you got green fingers? 
In the village there are 3 allotment sites. Westfield; Tutts and Memorial.  
We offer these to people in the village to rent at a very reasonable 
annual rate. We now have some allotments available at each site.  
Where the plots have become overgrown the parish council is working 
to get these cleared and cut back.  

I am putting this offer out to ask, if anyone would be interested in taking 
on a whole or half plot? Sharing the plot / half plot with a friend or 
relative is an option.  
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As we are half way through the year the Parish Council would like to 
offer the vacant plots out free for the rest of this year. 
If you have any interest, please contact me to have a chat.  
My email address is - alison.groves@ lhpc.outlook.com  
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FREE BRIDGE TASTER
Have you wondered if you would enjoy learning and 

playing bridge?  Medway Towns Bridge Club are 
running FREE bridge taster sessions. 

Why not come along to sample mini-bridge and find out 
more about this fascinating game at: 

  
Strood Library, 133 High Street, Strood ME2 4TJ 

Wednesday, 11th September between 1.30 pm and 3.30 pm

Wigmore Library, 208 Fairview Avenue, Rainham, ME8 0PX
Thursday, 12th September between 2 pm and 4 pm

Twydall Library, 13-15 Twydall Green, Gillingham, ME8 6JY
Friday, 13th September between 10 am and 12 noon

Rochester Library, High Street Rochester ME1 1EW  
Saturday, 14th September between 10 am and 12 noon

You can also find out more by emailing: 
medwaybridgeclub@gmail.com 

or text or phone 07947 190535 and speak to Irene



 

 
LOWERHALSTOW PRIMARY SCHOOL 
As we come to the end of another academic year, I 
can’t believe how quickly it has passed and how 
much we have managed to fit in. Although the 
Summer weather hasn’t graced us with its presence 
fully yet we have still been lucky to get out and 
about, avoiding the rain. 

Several classes have headed out for their last trip of this academic year. 
Rowan Class (Year 1) and Maple Class (Year 3) headed out to Tyland 
Barn. Both classes focused on different aspects including pond dipping 
and insect and plant identification. Meanwhile Willow Class (Year 2) 
headed off to Leeds Castle where they revisited the facts that they had 
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Due to popular demand we are  
hosting a second special illustrated talk 

to be held in St Mary’s church 
on Saturday 21 September starting at 1900  

 
St Mary’s church has been at the 

centre of our village for nearly 1000 
years and has been an important 
part of village life for centuries! 

 

Please come and find 
out more! 

  

TICKETS £5 ON THE DOOR 
CHILDREN FREE 

 

ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE FOR  
THE BELL TOWER RESTORATION FUND  

 
Meanwhile please donate whatever you can afford at 

justgiving.com/campaign/upchurchbelltower  
or send a cheque to Upchurch Parochial Church Council 

c/o Elspeth Baecke 4 Bedfont house  
Holywell Lane, Upchurch ME9 7HN



learnt about castles as well as spending time acting out a traditional tale 
in the castle setting. Good fun and memorable learning moments were 
had by all! 

The weather was kind to us and we managed to fit in our annual sports 
day which was won by Leeds House this year. The children tried really 
hard in all the activities and supported each other brilliantly. One of the 
highlights was the sprint races at the end, with gold medals being 
awarded to the fastest girl and boy in each class. 

We have also been celebrating a particular sporting success this term 
too with our Year 3 and 4 mixed cricket team getting through to the Kent 
finals! We didn’t win the overall trophy however we were so proud of the 
children for getting that far in the competition, all the children that went 
showed amazing teamwork and sportsmanship. 

The last special event that we had as part of Sports week was a visit 
from the Olympic athlete, Oakley Banks. He came into school and 
demonstrated some of his floor gymnastic moves to the whole school, 
including completing a back flip over Ms Brougham! He also worked with 
the children and got them completing circuit training to music. Everyone 
was really impressed by Oakley’s skills. 
Term 6 is an important term for our Year 6 pupils as they complete a 
number of activities to prepare them for secondary school and later life. 
They have completed money and finance sessions, which aim to help 
the children understand basic budgeting, saving and spending. The 
children also had First Aid training to ensure that as they become more 
independent they are well equipped to face the wider world. They are 
currently busy practising and preparing for their end of year production: 
‘Robin Hood and the Sherwood Hoodies’. 

After SATS, our Year 6 pupils enjoyed a fun-packed activities week with 
trips to please every interest. The children had fun at Chessington World 
of Adventures and Soar trampolining, they also head off to Margate for a 
day at the Turner Contemporary Art Gallery, as well as fitting in eating 
chips on the beach. They also went to Riverside Country park for some 
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pond dipping and also Mote Park to have a go at the Ice Slide and the 
giant soft play area. Lots of memories were made as they prepare to 
leave primary school. 

To ensure a smooth start to the new academic year in September, all 
children had the chance to meet their new teachers and teaching 
assistants and spent two mornings together completing activities and 
getting to know one another. Our Year 6 pupils also had the opportunity 
to spend some time in their new secondary school to help them 
familiarise themselves with the much larger buildings! Meanwhile, the 
PTFA hosted a coffee morning for the parents of the New Year R 
children, whilst the children had fun in Acorn Class, learning what it 
would be like to be in big school. 

After the success and enjoyment of the event last year, we invited Scott 
Ryan in again for more outdoor cooking sessions, this has now become 
an annual event with the children looking forward to what new dishes 
they will make. Scott is a specialist outdoor chef, who creates dishes 
with the children: all cooked on an open fire. The dishes created were 
linked to periods in history that the children had studied throughout the 
year. This meant that the school grounds smelt lovely for several days 
but the best bit was eating their creations at the end! 
Hopefully the sun will make more of an appearance ready for the August 
Summer holidays and everyone can enjoy lots of lovely outdoor summer 
activities before the weather turns more chilly as we head into Autumn. 

Michelle Crowe, Head of School 
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Please note that the editor is not responsible for any inaccuracies 
which may occur in items from contributors. Contributions are 
printed (usually with only minor adjustments or corrections if 
necessary) as submitted.  

The editor has to assume that the contributors have checked their facts. 
If you have any queries or complaints please contact the relevant 
organisation direct. 

ADVERTISING IN THE VILLAGE NEWS  
If you would like to advertise in the Village News minimum suggested 
donations are - Full page £10 per month, Half page £5 per month, 
Quarter page - £2.50 per month.  

All monies received go towards the cost of printing the newsletters.  
Everything else is done free of charge by volunteers. The PCC reserves 
the right to exclude adverts if they appear unsuitableThe deadline for 
items for the September 2024 Village News is noon on 12 August 2024.  

Please email items for inclusion as early as possible to 
ransleyfamily@gmail.com  

Lower Halstow Village News 

August 2024 Page  of 16 24



CONTACTS 
(Telephone numbers are 01795 unless otherwise stated) 

If you notice any information is out of date, if anything has 
changed, or you would like something else included, please let Gill 
know on ransleyfamily@gmail.com or call 07771 817152 

Borough Councillors for Bobbing, Lower Halstow & Iwade	  
Lloyd Chapman, lloydchapman@swale.gov.uk 
Roger Clark, 430324, rogerclark@swale.gov.uk  

Brickfields  
Judy Telford, 07486 530068, friendsofthebrickfields@gmail.com  

Citizens Advice 
0800 144 8848, citizens advice.org.uk 

Cricket Club	  
Mark Stevens, 07950318576 

Dog Warden  
Daytime 417850 
Out of hours 07795 237479 

Flood Wardens 
Kay Howard-Challis, 844408, kayhelen2017@outlook.com 
Abbie Dowell, abbie_mcdowell@hotmail.com 

Friends of the Brickfield  
friendsofthebrickfields@gmail.com 

Judo Club	  
Jon 07944 755036 

Kent Wildlife Trust 
01622 662012 

KCC Potholes  
03000 418187 
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Kent County Councillor	  
Mike Baldock, 471139, 07522 442964	, mike.baldock@kent.gov.uk 

Member of Parliament 
Kevin McKenna, kevin.mckenna.mp@parliament.uk, 07519 087522 

Memorial Hall 
Chairman, Keith Howard-Challis, 844408, lowerhalstowhall@gmail.com 
Bookings Kay Howard-Challis, 844408, kayhelen2017@outlook.com 

Mentalk Health Sittingbourne 
mentalk-health.org 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Co-ordinator, Richard Asbury, LHNWatch1@gmail.com, 07894 792802, 
Facebook - Search Lower Halstow Neighbourhood Watch 

NHS 
111 

Noise nuisance  
Daytime 417850 
Out of hours 07881 817601 

Parish Council 
Parish Clerk, Ann Smith, clerk.lhpc@gmail.com, 01760 336459, 
https://www.hugofox.com/community/lower-halstow-parish 
council-17855/home 

Playgroup 
Heather Salisbury, 07984 613532 

Police 
PC Phil Clemens 
philip.clemens@kent.police.uk 

General enquiries, 01622 690690, kent.police.uk 
Neighbourhood Watch 01634 792131 
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Samaritans 
116 123 - free number day or night; email jo@samaritans.org (response 
time 24 hours 

School 
842344, https://www.lower-halstow.kent.sch.uk/ 

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers 
Ria Smith, Group Scout Leader, ria.smithuk@gmail.com 

Short Mat Bowls 
John Mustoo, 843681, Mick Porter, Secretary, 713120 

St Margaret’s Church 
Rev. Julian Staniforth, 227329 
PCC Secretary, Dawn Drury, 842688 
Church Enquiries, Jackie Swift, 078402 58665 

Swale Borough Council  
Main office, 424341 

The Three Tuns 
842840, www.thethreetunsrestaurant.co.uk, 
info@thethreetunsrestaurant.co.uk 

Village News 
Distribution, Glenda Tress, 843757 
Items for inclusion send to Gill Ransley, ransleyfamily@gmail.com, 
07771 817152 

Yacht  Club 
Dave Quigley, 841242 
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UNIQUELY YOURS FLOWERS AND MORE 

A village based flower arranging business offering  
flowers and crafts for all occasions, tailored to meet your needs.  

No job too small. Find me on Facebook or at https://
www.uniquelyyoursflowers.co.uk or call Liz on 07730 893747 
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BC WINDOW CLEANING LTD 

Based in Upchurch  

WINDOW CLEANING  

GUTTER CLEANING  

CONSERVATORY CLEANING  

FASCIA AND SOFFIT CLEANING 

DRIVE/PATIO CLEANING  

HOUSE ROOF DE-MOSSING 

07738834782 - 01634 926911 

Info@bcwindowcleaning.co.Uk 

Www.bcwindowcleaning.co.uk  

Joe Robinson
Painting and decorating, uPVC
spraying and more, please
contact us for more info.

JR_Coatings@hotmail.com

07713 464218

Facebook and Instagram :
Jr Coatings

mailto:Info@bcwindowcleaning.co.Uk
http://www.bcwindowcleaning.co.uk/
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Experienced Financial Adviser offering Pension and Investment planning. 
Michael van der Straaten 

Chartered Financial Planner 
Edenwood Wealth Management 

19 The Street, Lower Halstow  
Contact me on 07824 392342 or  

Email: edenwood@sjpp.co.uk  
Website: www.edenwoodwealth.com 

 
SJP Approved 21/02/2024 

                   PDA Engraving 
Laser engraved unique and personalised designs from 
custom coasters and keyrings to intricate artwork.   
Our state-of-the-art laser engraving technology allows 
you to bring your imagination to life.  
We can engrave, cut and score onto many materials - 
wood, glass, acrylic and most metals.  
Ideal gifts for all occasions - Mother's Day, Father's 
Day, Weddings, Birthdays, Christmas, Easter, 
Valentine's Day. Wall art, Pet tags, Door/Wall signs - 
the list goes on and on.   
You think it we will create it, all made to order.   
Find us on Facebook or contact 07540 243845         
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Fully insured.Dry/Wet Cut £10-£15.  
Blowdry/Set £13-£16. Cut and Set £15-£17 

Colours/Perms £25-£35 
Foils, complex colours or perms - price on consultation 


