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JUNE 2024 



SERVICES AT ST MARGARET’S  
2 June 2024	 -  8am Communion, Rev Nick Carpenter 
9 June 2024	 - 10am Morning Worship, Andrea Staniforth 
16 June 2024    - 10am Family Communion, Rev Jacky Davis 
23 June 2024 	 - 10am Family Worship, Lis Willmet 
30 June 2024 	 - 10am Communion, Rev Julian Staniforth 

Also there is always a Sunday online service at 10.30am on The Six 
YouTube which can be accessed at: https://bit.ly/3JykJ8W 

ALTAR FLOWER ROTA 
2 June 2024   - Yvonne  
9 June 2024   - Georgina  
16 June 2024 - Helen  
23 June 2024 - Gillian  
30 June 2024 - Lynne 

FLOWERS IN MEMORY 
The flower ladies at Friends of St Margaret's are very happy to create an 
arrangement in memory of a loved one. This is a new initiative for 2024.  

You may either buy the flowers direct and pass them on to the co-
ordinator or you can make a donation towards the cost of the flowers.  
We will then create a beautiful pedestal in church with a little card to say 
who the flowers are in memory of.  

For further information please contact Liz 842272.  

BIRTHS, DEATHS, MARRIAGES AND SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS 
If you would like to share any of this type of news with everyone in future 
editions of the Village News please email brief details to 
ransleyfamily@gmail.com or pop written details round to 16 Cumberland 
Drive. 
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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 
Dear Friends 
Who are we as we go through our lives? Sometimes it might seem that 
we are just sailing along on our own, trying to make the best headway 
we can against the wind. Facing some challenges might leave us feeling 
“all at sea”. But for most of our lives we might find that we are always 
part of a larger group, a gathering, or some passing bunch with whom 
we share a common interest or activity.  

Throughout our lives, it's these relationships that define who we are and 
shape the sort of people we become. In every case, groups can bring 
out the bring out the best in us or can try us to do the best we can. 

“You are all members of one body.” In the New Testament, Paul says 
this to his various new churches around the Roman world. Whatever the 
group may be, our health and the group's health are bound together. 
Working this out may not always be easy, but it is always central. God, 
as we need to understand, is a God of relationships, and the Way that 
Jesus taught is an affirmation of the value of all the persons with whom 
we find ourselves in relationship.  
 
We are all bound together, and need to build each other up. We are all 
in this together in this life. We can find our greatest fulfilment in our 
affirmation of one another. 

Yours faithfully – with God's help. 
Ron Partridge, curate and chaplain (retired) 
Lower Halstow 

MOBILITY ITEMS 
From Jackie Swift: 
Under the umbrella of St. Margaret’s, we hold a selection of mobility 
items, which can be borrowed in emergencies. If any one has any items 
they wish to donate for “lending out” our very kind gentleman Mr Tony 
Clark, will collect and deliver. Tony’s No. 07977 566097.  Dawn’s No. 
842688.  Jackie’s No. 07840 258665.  Thank you 
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RAINBOW CAFE - EVERYONE WELCOME 
St Mary’s Church, Upchurch 2pm to 4.30pm on the second Thursday of 
each month. Children’s snack deal £1 
Homemade cakes and savouries and hot drinks.  
Children’s crafts and storytelling.   

RUMMIKUB GROUP - 1ST THURSDAY EACH MONTH 
A small Rummikub group meets ONCE a MONTH at Emily Bartlett’s 
house, 1pm-3pm on the 1st THURSDAY of the month - the next session 
will be on 6 June 2024. Beginners are welcome as two people can teach 
you. For more information call 841139. 

THANK YOU 
A huge thank you to all of the Stevens family for their very kind donation 
of some of their wonderful Elm Farm daffodil money to the Village News. 
We are very, very grateful for their support.  

MOBILE LIBRARY 
The mobile library stops outside the Memorial Hall fortnightly from 
1.50pm to 2.30pm. The next dates are Thursdays 13 and 27 June 2024. 

FRIENDS OF THE BRICKFIELDS 
Information and updates are available on the Facebook page - Friends 
of the Lower Halstow Brickfields. To get in touch email 
friendsofthebrickfields@gmail.com or ring 07486 530068 

LOWER HALSTOW WALKERS  
All are welcome. 
Starting at 10am every Monday, including Bank Holidays, from the end 
of Lapwing Drive, by the Brickfields, and usually there will be two walks 
on offer; a brisk 2 hour walk and a one and a half/two hour walk at a 
more moderate pace (the slower walk will have opportunities for an 
earlier detour if the distance is longer than some walkers can manage). 
Walkers who want to go faster can, but will be asked to wait for the rest 
of the group at suitable points, as currently happens, this way we can be 
inclusive of everyone. A short walk will be available for up to one hour if 

Lower Halstow Village News – June 

2024 Page  of 4 24



people request it in advance, please contact Margaret on 07964 067915 
to arrange it. 

The first Monday of every month when we walk to the golf club we will 
still have two walks, one taking the shortest route possible, arriving first 
and therefore being served first. Sturdy walking shoes/boots and a 
waterproof jacket are recommended. Please phone Margaret on 843927 
for more information. 

KEEP FIT GROUP 
A friendly group of ladies meet for local walks on Monday evenings, 
outside the Memorial Hall. For more information call Liz on 842272. 

THE THREE TUNS  
The pub will remain closed on Tuesdays in 2024. 

FACEBOOK PAGE FOR GARDENERS 
A friendly group for anyone interested in green-fingered hobbies such as 
gardening, allotments, fruit and veg growing, house plants and flower 
arranging. Everyone welcome including absolute beginners.  
Please search on Facebook for Our Lower Halstow and Upchurch 
Community for Gardeners and Growers.  

FOOD BANK DONATIONS  
Swale Food Bank is supported by the Trussell Trust which provides food 
and toiletries in Swale and surrounding areas. This is run in partnership 
with local churches including St. Margaret’s of Lower Halstow part of 
"The Six" .The aim is to provide 3 days emergency food and support to 
local people referred to the Food Bank in a crisis.The collection point in 
Lower Halstow is 34 Crouch Hill Court. Please place any food/toiletry 
items in grey box by garage, or if money in an envelope marked "Food 
Bank" into letter box 
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D-DAY 80 - THURSDAY 6 JUNE 2024 
From Steve Gates: 
The village is encouraged to join together as our Beacon at the 
Brickfields in Lower Halstow is lit at 9.15pm on Thursday, 6 June, to 
commemorate the 80th Anniversary of D-Day, one of the most 
momentous achievements in living memory, and the bravery and 
sacrifice of the Allied Forces in securing the peace and freedom that we 
enjoy today. 

From 8pm ‘DJ Rod’ will be entertaining us, playing appropriate music. 
Refreshments will be available from Edith May. 

There will be a bucket collection for SSAFA, the Armed forces charity, 
which is a trusted source of practical, emotional, and financial support 
for serving personnel, veterans, and their families in their time of need. 

Lower Halstow Village News – June 

2024 Page  of 6 24



 

Lower Halstow Village News – June 

2024 Page  of 7 24

 

 

Please join us at an  

to be held in  

St Mary’s church 
on 14/15/16 June 2024 

Open daily from 10.30am to 4pm

 
TICKETS £3 ON THE DOOR 

CHILDREN FREE 
 

 
If you would like to have a stand/stall please contact 

elspethbaecke@gmail.com 
ALL PROCEEDS WILL BE FOR  

THE BELL TOWER RESTORATION FUND  
 

Meanwhile please donate whatever you can afford at  
justgiving.com/campaign/upchurchbelltower  

or send a cheque to Upchurch Parochial Church Council 
c/o Elspeth Baecke 4 Bedfont house, Holywell Lane, Upchurch ME9 7HN
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LOWER HALSTOW     
16TH ANNUAL NOVELTY 
DOG SHOW 

 
SATURDAY 15TH JUNE 
LOWER HALSTOW VILLAGE 
GREEN. ME9 7EA                         

 

 

 

Judge: 

Keith Howard-Challis MBE 

                                                 Steward: 

Kerry Gardner 

 

REFRESHMENTS FROM 
THE POP-UP CAFE 

──── 

FUND RAISING STALL 
FOR PDSA 

──── 

CLASSES: 

FANCY DRESS 

DOG & OWNER LOOK-
ALIKE 

MOST HANDSOME DOG 

PRETTIEST BITCH 

PUPPY (3-12 MONTHS) 

VETERAN OVER 7 YEARS 

HAPPIEST DOG OR BITCH 

SCRUFFIEST DOG or 
BITCH 

RESCUED DOG or BITCH 

MIXED BREEDS DOG or 
BITCH 

CHILD UNDER 12 YEARS 
SHOWING DOG or BITCH 

AND MANY MORE… 

LOWER HALSTOW 
VILLAGE HALL 

REGISTRATION FROM 9AM 

JUDGING STARTS 12 NOON 
 



PDSA STALL – Held at the Novelty Dog Show, 15 June 2024 
Please donate any nearly new or new items for the PDSA Stall 
By  leaving items at 2 Elm Place, Wardwell Lane, Lower Halstow. 
Or we can collect, just phone 844408 (if out please leave a message). 
Or, please bring them early on the day. May I say a big thank you, to 
anyone who has already kindly donated items for the PDSA Stall, as we 
are so grateful. 

  
Any messages please contact me – kayhelen2017@outlook.com 

TWO DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
The Tuesday Social Club  

Memorial Hall, Lower Halstow  
Tuesday 25 June 2024 

7.30pm  
A fascinating talk by Frank Turner on  

 The Maunsell Forts   

Please do join us for an informative evening.  
Memorial Hall, School Lane, Lower Halstow, ME9 7ES 

£4 entry on the door    Refreshments     Raffle 
Contact Liz 842272 

The Tuesday Social Club  
SATURDAY 29 JUNE 2024  2PM 

ST MARGARET'S CHURCH 
This month we are delighted to welcome back  

 Brian Killick and his dogs  
from the Guide Dogs for the Blind. 

This is a great event, especially child friendly, so do join us. 

Please note the change in venue for this event.  
There will be no charge for this but donations will be welcome.  

Refreshments will be available. 

For more information call Liz 842272 
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LOWER HALSTOW 
 

GARAGE 
 

 
 

     

SATURDAY 6TH JULY 2024 
10.00AM – 2.00PM 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

£5.00 PITCH FEE DONATION TO THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH COMMUNITY FUNDS.   

SORT CODE 30-98-97 : ACCOUNT 60816762 

PLEASE EMAIL RICHARD - LHNWATCH1@GMAIL.COM 
WITH YOUR ADDRESS FOR THE MAP 



Lower Halstow Village News – June 

2024 Page  of 11 24

Following the sad departure of our current school  
caretaker due to ill-heath, we are looking to appoint  
a local ‘handy person’ initially on a zero hours  
contract to assist our Federation Caretaker in  
completing jobs that need two people and also  
general maintenance of the Lower Halstow school  
site.  This might involve opening and closing the site 
 in the holidays for contractors, regular grounds  
maintenance and small DIY jobs including decorating. 
As this is a new role, we cannot provide an indication  
of how many hours a week this might be at this time.   
In the future, this role may have set hours if the  
arrangement works well and the need for regular  
hours becomes necessary.  
 
This role may suit a retired or semi-retired individual  
who wishes to make use of their skills.  The school is  
a joyful environment where the children come first,  
so if you have a passion for the outdoors / gardening /  
carpentry etc.  Running a small weekly club could be 
 incorporated into the role.  As all adults in school  
engage with the children regardless of their post,  
the role will be subject to enhanced DBS checks  
and barred service checks.  
 
As part of the school’s greener governance strategy,  
we are committed to employing local people wherever  
possible. You may have noticed that we now advertise  
  roles locally before going out more widely.  
 
If you would like to find out more about the role please  
email the school office. office@lower-halstow.kent.sch.uk 
 



LOWER HALSTOW PARISH COUNCIL  
The Parish Council meet in the Memorial Hall, School Lane at 7pm on 
the first Tuesday of the month. 

Don't forget to keep an eye on the Parish Council website (https://
www.hugofox.com/community/lower-halstow-parish-council-17855/
home) where you will find notices of local road closures, Parish Council 
policies, agendas and Minutes amongst other things.  The Parish 
Council will post some items on the Village Facebook group, but this is 
not their main method to inform residents and it is not monitored by the 
council.  Please contact the Clerk via email:  clerk.lhpc@gmail.com or 
on 01760 336459 if you have any queries. 

VILLAGE PENSIONERS PARTY 2024 
From Margaret Milsted-Williamson: 
This year our Christmas Party will be held in the Village Hall on Friday 
20 December 2024. 

I will send out further details nearer the event. 

LIVE WEATHER STATION AND WEBCAM 
Lower Halstow Yacht Club has a live weather station and webcam 
looking out over the creek. It is on the yacht club website and is open to 
everyone weather.lhyc.org.uk 
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SCHOOL GOVERNOR NEEDED 
Do you have a background in education?  Perhaps you are a retired 
teacher or teaching assistant? Would you like to use your skills and 
experience for the benefit of local children? 

Lower Halstow and Newington CEP Schools Federation are hoping to 
co-opt a new governor from the local area following the retirement of our 
long-standing curriculum governor.   
This is a voluntary role as link governor for curriculum (Quality of 
Education) 
The governing body of the federation has 3 main roles.  
Setting the strategic direction 
Overseeing financial performance 
Holding the school leadership accountable 

The curriculum governor should be able to: 
Attend governor meetings: 4 Full Governing body meetings and 3 
committee meetings a year (early evening: approximately 2 hrs each) 
Undertake visits to school during the day: 6 school visits of 
approximately 2 hrs, more are welcome if you are able! 

Ideally the curriculum governor should have: 
Experience of working in or with schools (does not need to be recent) 
Knowledge of the current national curriculum or a willingness to learn 
However, if you are really passionate about education and the 
curriculum and willing to learn, we’d still love to hear from you.  

Full induction/training on the role of a school governor is provided by 
KCC. 

For an informal chat about the role, please get in touch with either 
school office and leave your contact details and a governor or school 
leader will get back to you. 
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LOWER HALSTOW PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Despite the very ‘un-Spring like’ weather that we have 
had so far, the penultimate term of the year has still got 
off to a busy start! 

Our Year 5 pupils managed to dodge the showers in 
order to complete their Bikeability course. They took 
their Level 1 and 2 award and all successfully passed; they were 
awarded with Bikeability certificates and badges certifying that they were 
able to ride safely in the school grounds and on the roads around the 
village.  

A key highlight of this term was the work the school completed during 
our annual Eco Week. Every class took part in a litter pick either in the 
school grounds or around the village of Lower Halstow – our local area 
is now looking so clean, tidy and litter free. In addition to this, we had a 
whole school assembly focusing on Earth Day and everyone made a 
promise of something they were going to do to help the environment. 
  
Year 6 made Eco badges, which they gave to Year 1 to remind them 
about looking after their environment, they also investigated how long 
different materials take to decompose and what we can do to save our 
precious resources. As well as receiving and wearing their badges, the 
Year 1 children used paint and pom-poms to create pictures of our world 
and made door hangers to remind themselves of how wonderful our 
earth is. The Year 4 children used paper plates and hand silhouettes to 
create a display showing what they have all pledged to do for our 
environment. The week was rounded off by everyone wearing 
something green to remind us of how important it is to look after our 
world.  

Our Year 3 children had the most wonderful time learning about our local 
estuary this term as we took part in the Wild Estuary project. From 
crabbing to bird spotting, plant identification to environmental impacts, 
they have thoroughly enjoyed it. The hands-on learning has been a very 
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special experience for the children and we cannot thank Belinda from 
Wild Estuary enough. 

Year 5 travelled to Margate to visit the Turner Contemporary! They 
discussed art in the gallery, got creative making their own art, and even 
spent some time on the beach! Great fun was had by all along with a 
chance to show off their creative flair. 

We celebrated St Georges Day by wearing club uniforms to school, 
focusing on the theme of ‘belonging’.  In classes, the children explained 
about the clubs they attend and what they get involved in, it was really 
interesting to see the wide range of clubs the children attend outside of 
school. 

It was an important term for our Year 6 pupils as they sat their SATs 
tests. They all tried very hard and we were so proud at how hard they 
have worked in the lead up to these assessments. We have the 
agonising wait for the results now, which will not come out until July.  
We have fitted so much in so far this term but there is still lots to look 
forward to in the forthcoming weeks. Hopefully the weather will get the 
memo that we are in May now so we would ideally like some warmer 
and drier weather! 

Michelle Crowe, Head of School 
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Please note that the editor is not responsible for any inaccuracies 
which may occur in items from contributors. Contributions are 
printed (usually with only minor adjustments or corrections if 
necessary) as submitted.  

The editor has to assume that the contributors have checked their facts. 
If you have any queries or complaints please contact the relevant 
organisation direct. 

ADVERTISING IN THE VILLAGE NEWS  
If you would like to advertise in the Village News minimum suggested 
donations are - Full page £10 per month, Half page £5 per month, 
Quarter page - £2.50 per month.  

All monies received go towards the cost of printing the newsletters.  
Everything else is done free of charge by volunteers. The PCC reserves 
the right to exclude adverts if they appear unsuitable 

The deadline for items for the July 2024 Village News is noon on  
12 June 2024.  

Please email items for inclusion as early as possible to 
ransleyfamily@gmail.com  
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CONTACTS 
(Telephone numbers are 01795 unless otherwise stated) 

If you notice any information is out of date, if anything has 
changed, or you would like something else included, please let Gill 
know on ransleyfamily@gmail.com or call 07771 817152 

Borough Councillors for Bobbing, Lower Halstow & Iwade	  
Lloyd Chapman, lloydchapman@swale.gov.uk 
Roger Clark, 430324, rogerclark@swale.gov.uk  

Brickfields  
Judy Telford, 07486 530068, friendsofthebrickfields@gmail.com  

Citizens Advice 
0800 144 8848, citizens advice.org.uk 

Cricket Club	  
Mark Stevens, 842090 

Dog Warden  
Daytime 417850 
Out of hours 07795 237479 

Flood Wardens 
Kay Howard-Challis, 844408, kayhelen2017@outlook.com 
Abbie Dowell, abbie_mcdowell@hotmail.com 

Friends of the Brickfield  
friendsofthebrickfields@gmail.com 

Judo Club	  
Jon 07944 755036 

Kent Wildlife Trust 
01622 662012 

KCC Potholes  
03000 418187 
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Kent County Councillor	  
Mike Baldock, 471139, 07522 442964	, mike.baldock@kent.gov.uk 

Member of Parliament 
Gordon Henderson, 423199, www.gordonhendersonmp.org.uk 

Memorial Hall 
Chairman, Keith Howard-Challis, 844408, lowerhalstowhall@gmail.com 
Bookings Kay Howard-Challis, 844408, kayhelen2017@outlook.com 

Mentalk Health Sittingbourne 
mentalk-health.org 

Neighbourhood Watch 
Co-ordinator, Richard Asbury, LHNWatch1@gmail.com, 07894 792802, 
Facebook - Search Lower Halstow Neighbourhood Watch 

NHS 
111 

Noise nuisance  
Daytime 417850 
Out of hours 07881 817601 

Parish Council 
Parish Clerk, Ann Smith, clerk.lhpc@gmail.com, 01760 336459, 
https://www.hugofox.com/community/lower-halstow-parish 
council-17855/home 

Playgroup 
Heather Salisbury, 07984 613532 

Police 
PC Phil Clemens 
philip.clemens@kent.police.uk 

General enquiries, 01622 690690, kent.police.uk 
Neighbourhood Watch 01634 792131 
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Samaritans 
116 123 - free number day or night; email jo@samaritans.org (response 
time 24 hours 

School 
842344, https://www.lower-halstow.kent.sch.uk/ 

Scouts, Cubs and Beavers 
Ria Smith, Group Scout Leader, ria.smithuk@gmail.com 

Short Mat Bowls 
John Mustoo, 843681, Mick Porter, Secretary, 713120 

St Margaret’s Church 
Rev. Julian Staniforth, 227329 
PCC Secretary, Dawn Drury, 842688 
Church Enquiries, Jackie Swift, 078402 58665 

Swale Borough Council  
Main office, 424341 

The Three Tuns 
842840, www.thethreetunsrestaurant.co.uk, 
info@thethreetunsrestaurant.co.uk 

Village News 
Distribution, Glenda Tress, 843757 
Items for inclusion send to Gill Ransley, ransleyfamily@gmail.com, 
07771 817152 

Yacht  Club 
Dave Quigley, 841242 

Lower Halstow Village News – June 

2024 Page  of 20 24



  

Lower Halstow Village News – June 

2024 Page  of 21 24



UNIQUELY YOURS FLOWERS AND MORE 

A village based flower arranging business offering  
flowers and crafts for all occasions, tailored to meet your needs.  

No job too small. Find me on Facebook or at https://
www.uniquelyyoursflowers.co.uk or call Liz on 07730 893747 
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BC WINDOW CLEANING LTD 

Based in Upchurch  

WINDOW CLEANING  

GUTTER CLEANING  

CONSERVATORY CLEANING  

FASCIA AND SOFFIT CLEANING 

DRIVE/PATIO CLEANING  

HOUSE ROOF DE-MOSSING 

07738834782 - 01634 926911 

Info@bcwindowcleaning.co.Uk 

Www.bcwindowcleaning.co.uk  

Joe Robinson
Painting and decorating, uPVC
spraying and more, please
contact us for more info.

JR_Coatings@hotmail.com

07713 464218

Facebook and Instagram :
Jr Coatings

mailto:Info@bcwindowcleaning.co.Uk
http://www.bcwindowcleaning.co.uk/
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Experienced Financial Adviser offering Pension and Investment planning. 
Michael van der Straaten 

Chartered Financial Planner 
Edenwood Wealth Management 

19 The Street, Lower Halstow  
Contact me on 07824 392342 or  

Email: edenwood@sjpp.co.uk  
Website: www.edenwoodwealth.com 

 
SJP Approved 21/02/2024 

H.I.I.T CLASS 

At Upchurch Village Hall, The Street, Upchurch ME9 7EU  

Every Wednesday 9am - 10am 

New class starting Monday 24 June 2024 at 7pm 

£5 per class with trainer Mark - 07904 237412 

Personal 1-2-1 training sessions available in 
Sittingbourne too. 

Please bring a mat if you have one  


