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Teddy has been working at Lower Halstow School since January 2019, he has been working with a range of pupils for a variety of reasons.  His role is clarified into 3 main strands – respite, reward and reading.  

Some of Teddy’s time is spent with children who have suffered bereavements, parent separation, a traumatic event or generalized anxiety – these children have the opportunity to stroke, groom and hug Teddy whilst talking about anything they wish. With the huge variety of pupils working with Teddy, these pupils are anonymous in the crowd and are not identified to themselves or others as needing ‘respite’, but a conversation with parents takes place regarding these sessions.  

Teddy also works with children who have been nominated by their class teacher as a reward. This is to help us reinforce our school values and could be for outstanding work, great progress, superb effort, excellent behaviour or simple acts of kindness.  In these group sessions the children get to dress Teddy up, play ball with him or practice his tricks with him.

Lastly Teddy also listens to children who are reluctant readers, he likes to snuggle up beside them and has been known to rest his head on their leg. We have been particularly impressed with the success of this intervention.

On one off occasions, Teddy has also worked with pupils who are scared of dogs, gradually building up their courage to go near him by observing him with others and eventually touching his back.  

Teddy is handled by Miss Crowe, Mrs Musk and Mrs Saxton; during the sessions they observe the pupil and Teddy closely and feed back to teachers and parents as necessary.
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